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A GIANT INFLUENCE 


Probably you have known pastors who have taken 
most unpromising parishes and in a short time have 
revitalized the seemingly careless and indolent congre- 
gation. They pay off old debts, beautify the church— 
new pews, new windows, new lighting—and start a 


building campaign. 


These men have no more intelligence than you have 
—they work no harder than you work. Then what is 
the secret of their success? What is this great influence 
they manifest? What have they which you do not 
possess ? 

Ten to one it’s a Parish Paper. A Parish Paper 
unites the members into a real brotherhood; it brings 
back old members; it clarifies the aims of the pastor; 
lists the needs of the church, and cheers the workers 


on to attain the goals set for them. 


But these men of action did not put out a home-made affair, something produced on a 
uplicating machine. Assuredly not. They gave the community the best obtainable and it cost 


1em no more, in fact less. They used National Religious Press Parish Papers. 


READ WHAT THESE MEN OF ACTION SAY... 


“T want to express my appreci- 
ion for the splendid workman- 
up on the last issue of the 
Zestview Messenger. Our con- 
regation is well pleased with the 
lagazine. You have given us a 
rand job and we appreciate your 
slendid service.” 

—Horace Hilton, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
e 


“We were very well pleased 

ith your service on the last 

sue.”’ — G. W. Busse, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


“We appreciate your fine work. 
We will be glad for you to use 
our mame as reference at any 
time.” — R. C. Hyre, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


“The last issue of The Free- 
Lance Evangel was perfect. We 
certainly appreciate your efforts 
to give us a first class parish 
paper. Thanks a thousand times.” 


—C. Dana Malpass, 
Evansville, Indiana 


“As usual, the last issue was 
vety satisfactory. We wish that 
you would inform those workmen 
who are directly responsible for 
its appearance how much we ap- 
preciate their craftsmanship with 
ink, paper, and type.” 

—Clement A. Lynch, 
Brooklyn, New York 


e@ 
“Your work is very satisfac- 


tory.” — B. Josnson, 
Buffalo, New York 
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XTEEN-PAGE ILLUSTRATED PARISH MANUAL 
ONTAINING DETAILED EXPLANATION OF PUB- 
ISHING PROCEDURE, FILL OUT AND MAIL THE 


OUPON. 


Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 
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Copy Sent - Illission Complete 


Dear Mr. Ramsey: 
Thank you for your kind letter of Decembe 
14th in reply to my request for a copy of t 
Minister's Annual. 
My request is probably a strange one, neee 
ing explanation. A young colored boy cam 
to my office with the above named volum 
which he had borrowed from a minister. H 
wanted me to type the entire book for him. 
asked him why he did not buy the boo 
instead, as such a typing job would enta 
many, many months, and a fee which I , 
sure he could not afford, even if I gave hin 
drastically reduced rates. However, he seem 
anxious to have the work done and said t 
book was out of print, Rather than put hi 
to the expense of my work I took a chan 
that the book could be purchased and henc 
wrote. - i ae 
What his reason for wanting the book 
I do not know. If it is not possible, or adv 
able, for a layman to have the book, I will 
course discontinue my efforts in his be 
However, if it is permissible for him to } 
it, even though he is not a minister, I 
appreciate your advising me so I may let 
know. ~< ius 


Sincerely yours,| 
RosEMARY WEBBE 
Public Stenograp. 

#X Long Island, 
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et Me Commend 
1 W. E. SANGSTER 


The Minister who reads and 
seds Let Me Commend will want 
» do his part in bringing the 
eople about him to God in 
hrist—and he will know how to 
egin and be prepared to carry 
rough. $1.75 


Juestions 
esus Asked 


y CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


Seventeen stimulating sermons 
1 questions Jesus asked during 
[is earthly mission, and the 
1wers we must give to these 
ime questions today. $2 


Books for the New Year 
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The Hour Has Come 
By G. RAY JORDAN 


These thirteen sermons in- 
terpret for our daily life 
Jesus’ great high-priestly prayer 
in the seventeenth chapter of 
John. “A modern demonstra- 
tion of the indispensable use 


of the Bible in bringing men- 


comfort, strength, and hope.” 
—Wesleyan Christian Advo- 
cate. $1.75 


Pastoral Counseling 
By SEWARD HILTNER 


Here is presented a fresh, stim- 
ulating, and workable answer to 
every pastor’s question — “How 
can I improve my pastoral coun- 
seling?’” A dependable guide for 
the pastor who wants to help 
people to help themselves. $3 


The Preparation 
of Sermons 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 


“This book is a manual to be 
read and consulted again and 
again. And every minute spent 
with it will be richly repaid.” 
—Pulpit Digest. $3 
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THE FOLDING TABLE WITHOUT LEGS. FOLDS THIN—2¥% inches. LIGHT—any woman can 
handle it. PEDESTAL TYPE—permits more people to be seated in comfort. Non-tipping. | 
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Candlelight services 
are effectively used for oma 
baptisms, young people’s programs, fund= lige: 
raising and installations of officers. Write 
for complete information. 

This folder contains basic ideas for an 
effective sermon, “The Perfect Symbol,” 
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candlelight as it Los Angeles 
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CATHEDRAL CHIMES 


THE OPEN DOOR 


CHAPLAIN RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


OD is ever opening doors of opportunity. 

Not alone is the dawn of a new year 

a challenge to our endeavor, but every 

day begins with a summons for us to live at 

pour best. Every day begins a new year. Every 

day is the first day of the next three hundred 

and sixty-five. Every day is a holy day. Every 

tay is Doomsday. There is no time like the 
present because it is all we are certain of. 

One of the finest sentiments we can utter is 
“Lord for tomorrow and its needs I do not 
pray; keep me my God, just for today.” Let 

s remember that we are at best on the way and 
-an have relative strength, relative knowledge, 
welative truth. We can never have full strength, 
full knowledge, full truth, but day by day. We 
crave completeness but God cannot give this 
pwithout spoiling His own plan for the human 
Fenterprise. We are on the way, not only in 
transit but in process. This is a trite axiom: 
“You cannot be there until you get there.” 

If we are strong today we shall be strong 


duty we shall be faithful to the wider obliga- 
tion. Men act in great wide movements as they 
in narrower movements. An individual will 
mever influence a large sphere until he has 
mastered his immediate environment. The big 
things that are being done in the world are 
ot done by stored but current power. So long 
the current flows, the light shines. So long 
nas the wheels turn, the machine moves. So 
Wong as things are done—need to be done— 
they will be done by men and women who 
are already doing. 
The old year is gone. We can say that every 
iday. With it have gone the mistakes, the things 
that “might have been.” The old year is gone 
rbut the new year is at hand. We should be 
thankful for the reassurance in that ‘‘but’” for 
in it lies hope. “Naaman was a leper but he 
is cleansed.’”” We once heard a sermon on 
“The Buts of the Bible.” Good sermon material 
s found in “The Buts of Life.” Life is one 
Mbut after another. What power in such a small 
d. We made a mistake yesterday but there 
no reason why we should make the same 
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tomorrow. If we are faithful to the immediate 


mistake tomorrow. The experience of today 
determines the experiment of the next day. 

The prodigal son left home and sojourned in 
a far country. But he came back. The sheep 
went astray. But the shepherd found it. The 
coin rolled out of circulation. But the woman 
searched until she located it. The sinner has 
fallen very low. But the grace of God lifted 
him very high. We have erred in the old year 
but the new year gives us another chance. Why 
do we stress “The Gospel of the Second 
Chance?” Our’s is a Gospel of the third and 
fourth and fifth chance. And beyond that, 
because the patience of God can never be 
exhausted. 

One of the lessons the prophet Jeremiah 
learned in the potter house was the Divine 
pity. He saw the potter conserve every particle 
of clay. However unplastic and stubborn a par- 
ticular piece of clay might prove in the potter’s 
hand, it was quite sure to get another trial. 
Into the trough or upon the kneeding board 
it went, to be worked over again; and finally 
stood upon the wheel, to be made “another 
vessel.” This is the image the Scripture gives 
us. “So he made it another vessel.” So, this 
human clay must needs go back, again and 
again, for refashioning and revamping. For for- 
giveness and reinstatement. If seventy-times 
seven be the measure of human forgiveness, 
how broad must be the measure of the Divine. 
This indeed is redemption, that God should 
make us ‘‘again another vessel.” 

F. W. Boreham in one of his illuminating 
essays tells us about “Slip.” During the 
progress of a ship there is a certain waste of 
energy that takes place between the propeller 
and the water. It may be that a heavy sea lifts 
the screw into the air occasionally. Or it may 
be that the pitching of the vessel keeps the 
screw in the heavier water deeper down, or 
too much in the light water near the surface. 
Or it may mean that for some other reason 
the water does not offer the necessary resistance 
to the blades of the propeller. That waste of 
energy, however it occurs, we call “slip.” Thus 
the ship loses time. 

Our essayist goes on to illustrate the prin- 
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ciple of “slip” in other walks of life. There is 
an artist. He tries to put what he sees on his 
canvas. But the cliff in front of him, some- 
thing of its ruggedness and beauty is sure to 
escape him. A greater artist would discover 
some gleam of light or shade that he fails to 
notice. And with the greater artist it is only 
a matter of degree. He would observe more 
but he would still miss something. So it is 
with the statesman who comes before his col- 
leagues with a proposition, but somewhere his 
statements are not all grasped. He is a victim of 
“slip.” So, too, with the musician, who does 
not make it possible for his hearers to catch 
all of the sublimities and profundities that 
swept his soul when he first committed his 
passion to paper. So, too, with the author, who 
only knows the depths and heights of his book. 
So, too, with the preacher, whose themes are 
so awful and sublime, so incomprehensible 
that in the nature of the case, his conception 
of them must be very partial and inadequate. 
Tennyson said: 


“Words, like nature, half reveal 
And half conceal the soul within.” 


Boreham goes on to say that the only remedy 
for all this is in sane and judicious repetition. 
He says it is the duty of the pulpit to say 
the same things over and over again. And he 
is everlastingly right. Character building, too, 
requires the repeated and unceasing endeavor 
of the builder. “Not that I have already 
attained, but I press on’ was the dictum of one 
of the world’s great characters. Arthur Hugh 
Clough expresses it like this: “Go with the 
sun and the stars and yet evermore in thy 
spirit, say to thyself, it is good, yet there is 
better than it. This that I see is not all and 
this that I do is but little: nevertheless, it is 
good, though there is better than it.” 

Amos R. Wells in his little book, ‘“Reach- 
ing Up and Out’ contributes this to our theme: 
“Back of all we think, or say, or do, there is 
the ideal, the perfect, the possible thought and 


word and action. Of that beautiful thing our 
thought, or word, or deed, is only a shadow, 
often a sadly grotesque shadow. When we 
write a letter, it is a parody of the letter we 
might have written. When we greet a friend, 
it is a mocking echo of the true hail of com- 
radeship. When we perform a task we are 
merely practicing for the authentic achieve- 
ment.”’ 

Life is a practice. It is never perfection. The 
best we can say about it is that it is a constant 
striving. But in the striving lies all the elements 
of perfection. Unused muscles soon become 
flabby and in time impotent. Neglected virtues 
and ideals in time cease to have meaning and 
ultimately cease to exist. Practice makes, — 
almost perfection. Hours and hours before the 
recital the musician runs his scales, up and 
down, over and over. It is this that puts his 
name in lights, that draws the crowds, crowns 
him with success. So it is with the Christian 
life. It is a series of mental and spiritual 
exercises. This gives us our leadership, our 
mentors, helpers,—men arfl women who not 
only inspire us but who have earned the right, 
by prayer and sacrifice, to their place in the 
public sun. Your true-authenticated, dyed-in- 
the-wool optimist, sings with Robert Browning: 


“T see my way as the birds their 
trackless way; 

I shall arrive. What time, what 
circut first, 

I ask not; But unless God send 
His bail 

Or blinding fweballs, sleet or 
Stifling snow, 

In some time, His good time, I 
shall arrive; 

He guides me and the gird, in 
His good time,” 


The door of the New Year stands wide 
open. The word “Opportunity” is written on— 
one side. On the other side is written the word 
“Responsibility.” 


C2 


TODAY 


Today is ours—let’s live it. 

And love is strong—let’s give it. 
A song can help—let’s sing it. 
And peace is dear—tet’s bring it. 
The past is gone—don’t tue it. 
Our world is wrong—tet’s right it. 


Our work is here—let’s do it. ie 
If evil comes—let’s fight it. ie 

The road is rough—let’s clear it. 
The future vast—don’t fear it. 


c 


Is faith asleep ’—let’s wake it. ~~, Bes E 


Today is ours—let’s take it. 


Religion Is a Persistent Master 


E ARE losing our Christianity because 
Christianity is a creed for heroes, while 
we are mainly harmless, good-natured 

jittle people who want everybody to have a 

good time.” These are tremendous words from 
he lips of William R. Inge, popularly known 

as the former ‘‘gloomy” dean of St. Paul’s, 

Condon. They say bluntly that there is a 

lecided difference between our Christian 

affirmations and our Christian practices. They 
hlso say that because our practices, which best 
ceveal the nature of our virtues, hold our pre- 
dominant attention, we are fast losing the moral 

d spiritual dynamics which give both power 

d purpose to our Christianity. The outcome 

$ inevitable, since it is still true that ‘no man 

can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
he one, and love the other; or else he will hold 

‘0 the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon.” 

Granted that this is so, someone will be sure 
‘0 add, “Well, does it make a great deal of 
lifference, anyway? We've tried Christianity 
«or nineteen centuries, and what has it done 
or us?” 

This is a question to be taken seriously, no 

atter how shallow the mood which raises it. 

t might well be answered by turning to G. K. 

Chesterton’s oft-quoted verbal gem: “It is not 

-he case where Christianity has been tried and 

found wanting, but where Christianity has 

seen found difficult and never tried.’ This 
ould be a valid-answer and we could ponder 

t with profit. There is, however, another 

answer, an answer which has its validity not 

nn atgument but in experience. 

It makes a great deal of difference whether 

‘Christianity is a creed for heroes or merely a 

verbal summary of empty affirmations. We 

searn the hard way that when God enters our 
experience and occupies the central point of 
our being, when He interferes with our com- 
monly accepted everyday virtues, with the 
mores of polite and secular society, with the 
standards of thought and procedure which in 
onformity with the world we have adopted 
‘or ourselves, then we begin to live with new 
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LETTING GOD INTERFERE 
WITH OUR VIRTUES 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


purpose and insight, then we realize how we 
almost perish from want of spiritual stamina, 
then we see what great things God hath indeed 
wrought in us. 


What God Has Done For Us 


At best we can catch but glimpses of the 
divine redemption at work on our virtues. 
Nonetheless we can surely see what happens if 
we are unafraid to take a square look at our- 
selves and the virtues we exemplify. The dic- 
tionary defines virtue as ‘moral excellence, 
uprightness, goodness, a particular kind of 
goodness, as for example, patience is a virtue.” 
As far as the dictionary is concerned we, our- 
selves, determine the standards and fix the 
rules for whatever virtues we espouse, as is all 
too evident in the case of patience. 

It is not necessary to argue that patience or 
the lack of it reveals to what extent Christianity 
has left its mark on the soul. It is beside the 
point to claim that patience comes to flower 
most gloriously under the discipline of the 
mind which is in Christ Jesus. All that is _ 
needed is to say that for great numbers among - 
us, patience is a virtue in name only, the real 
virtue being its exact opposite, impatience. In 
a word, we have made a virtue of impatience. 

This fateful reversal of attitude is evident in 
many directions. We are impatient with the 
time-tested proverb, “Make haste slowly.” We 
say petulantly, “We can’t wait,” and rush for- 
ward headlong with the feeling of being 
entirely justified. We are impatient with the 
Scripture, “Except ye become as a little child,” 
and we protest vehemently, “Who wants to 
revert to childhood? We want to be adults.” 
We are so impatient with childhood generally 
that one of the ominous perils threatening the 
maintenance and development of sound gov- 
ernment and a healthy society is characterized 
by the satirical notice used profusely by 
increasing numbers of landlords, “Dogs and 
children not allowed.” ~Worse still is our 
impatience with God. The Good Book says, 
“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, 
on the Lord.” We arrogantly reply to this: 
“What for? Wherefore do we suffer so? If 


there is a God, why hath He dealt thus griev- 
ously and without cause with us?” 

It would not be difficult to go on exploring 
one area of life after another and demon- 
strating how we too frequently have made a 
virtue of impatience. But impatience, no mat- 
ter how we come to it, runs counter to the 
grain and spirit of true Christian behavior. The 
moment we forget this, then it is that Jesus 
speaks to us as He did with unflinching insight 
to men of His time: “Ye have heard that it 
hath been said . . . but I say unto you.’ Then 
we know that it is the deliberate purpose of 
God to interfere with our everyday virtues, 
that it is the very genius of Christianity to 
expose our worldly standards of excellence and 
to instill a right spirit within us. 

As with patience, so with unselfishness. Most 
people recognize in theory, at least, that 
unselfishness is fundamental to Christian char- 
acter. In practice it is far different. Last year 
Frederick W. Norwood re-visited England 
after an absence of eight years. On his return 
to America he gave a farewell message in 
which he said. ‘The twentieth century will be 
known in history for the life-and-death grapple 
with the idea of a common life that belongs 
to all its members .. . The age is ready for tt, 
and nothing else is finally tolerable. If it were 
a clear-cut idea, with an agreed consummation, 
it would be simple enough. Unfortunately, 
things never happen that way.” 

Why not? because in principle and on paper 
unselfishness is Utopia personified, but in prac- 
tice we make virtue of the exact opposite, 
namely selfishness. If it were otherwise, long 
ago we would have heard the last of depressed 
masses, underprivileged peoples, racial dis- 
criminations, strikes, lock-outs, robberies, mis- 
appropriations, greed, avarice, and covetousness 
in any and all forms. Selfishness, it seems, is 
so deeply entrenched in our thinking and 
behavior that, while we readily condemn the 
man who takes with violence what is not his 
own, we see no evil in the man who, possessed 
of barns full of good things and living in -a 
world wretched with hunger and want, says 
blandly, “I will pull down my barns and build 
larger, and as for the rest of the world, let 
them eat grass. I'm fed up on this charity 
business anyway.” 

It is a wicked thought, but not infrequently 
we give it indulgence, that selfishness would 
be all right if we could get away with it, if 
only God wouldn't intrude to say, as He must 
always do in the end, “Fool, tonight thy soul 
shall be required of thee.’ How ironic. that 
we should want everything for ourselves, even 
God’s non-interference! ~ 
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; 
Certainly nowhere is religion’s interference | 
with our virtues more self-evident than in the 
realm of goodness itself. By and large most | 
men aim at goodness. All of us pride our- 
selves on being as good as our neighbors, if 
not just a little better. We may in fact be so” 
busy at being as good as our neighbors that 
we fail to realize that ours is a cramped good- 
ness, a narrow, distorted, unwholesome sort of | 
goodness. From a personal standpoint our | 
goodness may be above reproach in that we 
pay our bills and live circumspect lives. But | 
from a collective standpoint we may be in a 
business that exploits the masses, or an enter- 
prise that profits by unfair labor practices, or | 
an undertaking that gains its advantage by 
evil compromise, or an organization that sells 
the public short and rides roughshod over 
decency and honor. Jesus had a word for this 
kind of goodness: “Why, even the gentiles do 
the same. Wherein are ye better than they?” 

Most of us, I dare say, have lived long 
enough to know that though we have made a 
virtue of this thwarted and unlovely type of 
goodness it leads us only to grief. It is inade- 
quate and unredemptive because it is  self- 
centered and godless, and we know it to be 
unreal and abortive whenever we stoop to 
commit it. The clearer we understand it for 
what it is the sooner we will comprehend 
goodness on its highest level, the nature of 
which is an intermingling of many elements, 
a passion for justice, a love for mercy, an 
attitude of humility, all of which may be sum- 
marized by the word “compassion” spelled 
with a plus sign. ; 

Without a doubt it was this discovery which 
the great Old Testament prophets wanted men 
to make, namely that real religion consists in 
something higher than religious observance, 
that God wants something more of us than 
downsittings and uprisings. Usually somehow 
and sometime God has to interfere with our 
so-called virtue of narrow, bigoted,  self- 
righteous goodness in order to bring us to our 
senses. 

Jesus demonstrated the problem admirably in 
His parable of the Good Samaritan. Someone 
has remarked that it was strange indeed that in 
this parable Jesus did not condemn the robbers. 
It is not strange at all. Jesus was not focusing: 
attention on the out-and-out bad men, but 
rather on the self-acclaimed good men, in. 
specific on those who did not give aid to the 
man who fell among the thieves. 4 

Once, however, God interferes with our 
introverted self-esteem and we awaken to the 
infinite possibilities of unhindered, unbounded, 
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MY PREACHING 
PROGRAM 


MILTON THOMAS 


NCE again as a planning preacher | 

pause at the close of the year and 

review my preaching program. The 
past year was my first on a three-point circuit 
tt which I preached the same sermon in each 
bf the three churches. We had a combination 
routh fellowship service in the evening at 
which by their invitation I preached twice. 
eome other services, notably revival and lenten, 
were on week-nights. 

I try to make my preaching Christ-centered. 
This is evident in my revival themes besides 
he four which were on that particular topic. 
“or general emphasis I opened my year with 
iix sermons on the deeper work of grace which 
were developed theologically and experien- 
jially. These were followed by six on the basis 
or victorious living using a psychological or 
ommon sense development. This was a gen- 
rral though positive emphasis and was often 
terrupted with other sermons. 

Four sermons fall into the grouping headed, 
“The Church and Its Work,” presenting 
denominational background, present emphasis 

d my own Inauguratory sermon. Along the 
ine of spiritual emphasis I preached at four 
nidweek lenten services. Then we held a week 
evival at each church, one immediately fol- 
howing the other giving thus a series in evange- 
istic preaching. Rural Life Sunday, Mother's 
ay, and Pentecost all came in this period Se) 
ny special sermons for these three occasions 
ere evangelistic in emphasis. 

In addition I gave a strong emphasis to 
Bible study. On Universal Bible Sunday I gave 

Bible study as well as a single study on a 
Minor Prophet (listed under Miscellaneous) 

a Sunday in summer. Then during the 
mmer I preached a series of four sermons on 
the ‘Journeys of Paul.” In the late summer we 
seld a Bible Conference covering Sunday and 
ednesday evenings in which my part con- 
isted of four sermon-lectures on a ‘Survey of 
4e New Testament’ and two more on “How 
Use the Bible.” 

The sermons I have listed as Special Occa- 
ions and a few Miscellaneous complete my 


‘ethodist Church 4 
Vattsburg, Pennsylvania 


Jesus Christ 
God's Plan of Salvation Through Christ. John 38:16. 
Christ of the Countryside. 
Crucified With Christ. 
Do You Believe That Jesus Is the Christ? 
Deeper Work of Grace 
Called to a Higher Experience. 
Cleansed by the Power of Christ. 
Filled With the Holy Spirit. 
A Complete Consecration. 
The Actual Receiving. 
Enduement for Service. 
Bases for Victorious Living 
Continuous Obedience to God. 
Forgiving Our Enemies. 
Fellowship With All Christians. 
Openness With All Sin. 
Problem of Intellectual Doubt. 
Maintaining the Glow. 
Church and Its Work 
Inaugural Sermon. 
The Church School Promoter. 
Our Governing Bodies. f 
John Wesley and the Methodist Revival. 


Lenten Midweek Services 


The Easter Bribe. 

Resurrection and Ascension of Christ. 

The Lamb of God Is Worthy. Rey. 5:12. 

On Becoming the Kingdoms of Our Lord. Rey. 11:15. 
Revival 

Necessity of Regeneration Through the Presence and 

Power of the Holy Spirit. : 

The Danger of Slipping. 

Healing Our Backslidings. 

The Right to Eternal Life. 

Beginning With God. 

John, the First Believer in Easter. John 20:8, 9. 

Psalms of Penitence. Psa. 32, 38, 51, 130. 

Believers. : 

What Do You Want? 

Two Men Pray. Luke 18:9-14, 

Jesus Christ Our Saviour. 

Jesus Christ, His Son, Our Redeemer. 

Made Sin for Us. II Cor. 5:21 

The Atonement as Taught by John. 

What Is Christianity? 

Manners and Morals. 


I John 2:2. 


Journeys of Paul 
Paul’s First Missionary Journey. 
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. 
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey. 
Paul’s Voyage to Rome. 


The New Testament 


The New Testament. i 
Introducing and Concluding the Gospel Accounts, 
Paul and the Early Christian Church. 

Paul and the Problems of the Corinthian Church. 


How to Use the Bible. 


Reading the Scripture. 
Preparing to Teach the Lesson. 


Special Occasions eee 

What Effective Christian Education Requires Today. 
(Rally Day) 

Perils to Freedom. (Columbus NEG : 

John’s Sacred Trust. (Cribbs me Campaign) 
John 19: 26, 27. ‘ 

Burden Bearing. (Cribbs Home Campaign) 

What Is Protestantism? (Reformation Sunday) 

The Evils of Drink. (World Temperance Sunday) 

A Growing Thanksgiving. (Thanksgiving) Psa. 69: 30. 

Studies in the Gospel of John. (Bible Sunday) 

Making Christmas Meaningful. (Christmas) 

You Can Win. (New Year) é 

Prayers of Thanksgiving. (Week of Prayer) 

Prayers of Intercession. (Week of Prayer) 


(See page 41) 
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Fields of Home 


RESUMABLY, it is to be expected that 
P the Church assume somewhat of the 

tinge of the times, whether they buoy 
her up or let her down. But the business of 
God wasn’t set up to operate on the identical 
principles man employs in his business. 

It is not more than inane when business, 
with proper fanfare provided by its public 
relations and advertising departments, 
announces the nation wide observance of 
Pickle Day, Orange Day, Music Day, Health 
Day, Patriotism Day, ad lib., ad naus, But 
when the Church pursues a similar type of 
emphasis for her varied function she is more 
likely to weaken than strengthen her position, 
for her work in any of its phases is constant 
or unworthy. 

So now comes Race Relations Sunday! And 
how many there are who would that her obli- 
gation in that direction were over in so short 
a span. But it is not. One fairly sobs for the 
utter futility of the endless mechanical tonics 
Chutch prescribes for spiritual ills. 

“The Church has failed most lamentably, 
where it has reflected and, by its practices then 
sanctified, the racial prejudice that is rampant 
in the world.” So acknowledged the World 
Council of Churches at Amsterdam last sum- 
mer. 

In the identical breath we acknowledge that 
fact, and placard our heart indifference to it, 
when we turn to such pitiful subterfuge as 
“Race Relations Sunday” as even a partial 
answer to the problem involved. 

We become so used to viewing the expan- 
sive sea, we overlook the drops of which it is 
composed. Yet there is no ebb nor flow of its 
tides before lunar influence _upon each drop. 

The Race Relation, like every other Church 
problem which is slowly garroting our spirit- 
ual life, can never be less than it is, wholly 
anti-Christian, so long as we think to rely 
on the cold and mechnical to obliterate it. 
There will ever be a Race Relation problem 
so long as we do do so. That “outmoded 
and passe” ministerial function which used 
to count so mightily for God, we have forced, 
on the grounds that a pastor must first be an 
efficiency expert, to give place to the modern 
if alien and so often the sole evangelistic 
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endeavor of today’s parish, the pastor's pub- 
lished office hours “from two to four on 
Thursdays, when those interested may con- 
sult with him about uniting with the church.” 

For a sufficiency of years to see our error, 
we have watched for the wandering sheep to 
seek their shepherd. They haven't! Why then 
should the shepherd not seek the sheep? 

When we ministers finally realize that our 
most Christlike occupation is that of personal 
evangelization; when we tardily return to 
dealing with souls rather than hours; when 
we arouse to the fact that our every effort is 
vain, does it fall below that high aim; only 
then can we even. begin to approach such 
problems as Race Relations as men of Christ 
in deed and in truth, for without individually 
and truly enlightened and converted souls, of 
what slightest value these Special Days. 

We create our own problems as we range 
afar through pagan fields 

The sole answer is found in the fields of 
home. 

Pray and work for our speedy return. 


Helping to Build 


OO MANY people are content to think 
that the responsibility for Building the 
Kingdom of God upon Earth rests 

entirely with the Bishops, the Priests and the 
Clergy—that lay workers can only look on and 
perhaps give the material support needed by 
“these workmen of God.” But the glorious 
truth is that every person may be one of the 
builders of the Kingdom of God as definitely 
and as importantly as any Bishop, Priest or 
Pastor. . 

Every noble act, every loving deed, evety 
word of truth, every Magnanimous considera- 
tion, every demand for justice, every high 
decision, every God-inspired commitment, every 
insistence on fair play, every expression of 
honor, every unselfish service, every frustra- 


. tion subdued, every confusion clarified, every 


groundless fear allayed, every contribution of 
hope, every bequest of peace to an individual 
or to a group, every life managed wisely, every 
life inspired to walk the upward way, evety 
encouragement given to another, every sorrow 

(See page 32) 
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THE COVER PICTURE 
A shrine of religion, patriotism and of remembrance, 


the Cadet Chapel of the Citadel, is a nable edifice, 
rruciform in plan. Ministers of many. churches take 
yurns in conducting general weekly services, attendance 


ut which is required by all cadets except Roman Catho- 
“ics and Jews, who attend their own services. 

The chapel cornerstone was laid in September, 1936. 
he Chapel was dedicated in 1938. Here it stands as 
ihe spiritual center of the Cadets’ life at the Citadel, 
ihe very heart and core of the best that the institution 
ran offer its sons. 


urning Up The Lamp 


When you suddenly turn on the light in a 
room where a man is groping about, what a 
queer-looking individual he is. His feet are 
pptead apart, his hands are stretched out and 
moving about in large circles, his eyes are 
sither staring or blinking rapidly in self-pro- 
rection. He is anything but normal! And yet, 
hen the light comes on, how quickly he 
Secomes the man you have always known him 
+o be. 

When you transfer that picture to the world, 
it may help to explain some of the abnormal 

d unnatural things that are going on today, 
he world groping in darkness, a world not in 

ssession of its natural powers, doing strange 
things—things which it ceases to do when the 
ilight comes on. 

Dark days like these through which we are 
assing, days when for one reason or another 
here is danger of becoming forgetful of the 
ast, and short-sighted in our judgments about 
I It is a wholesome exercise for 
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turies ago the psalmist said, ‘““Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 
There never has been a moment since. when 
that was not true. The story of the progress of 
man on the path of life has been a gradual 
turning up of the lamp of truth, so that men 
found themselves, not groping in utter dark- 
ness where their attitudes were distorted by 
fear and superstition, but where they could 
strive to live as God meant men to live in the 
light of His truth—Francis Carr Stifler in 
“The Positive Answer to the World’s Despair.” 


When Ye Pray 


“Jesus saith unto them, Have faith in God. 
For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt 
in his heart, but shall believe that those things 
which He saith shall come to pass; he shall 
have whatsoever He saith. Therefore I say 
unto you, What things soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Mark 11:22-24. - 


Dedication Service 
Memorial Gift of Electronic 
Musical Instruments 


“This order of Dedication may be of interest 
to other clergy who may be installing Gift or 
Memorial Electronic Sound Equipment for. 
playing from the belfry or Church tower,” 
writes Dr. Joseph A. Cottam, pastor of Penn 
Square Community Church, Philadelphia, and 
continues, ‘Since we had no specific form or 
ritual for this occasion, I composed and _ 
adapted the order of service and dedication.” 

“The response was gratifying and many 
present commended this service heartily as 
being both impressive and inspiring, and I 
am passing it on to you for the Church 
Methods in The Expositor for the help of min- 
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isters interested in such a service. I have been 
a subscriber to The Expositor since 1910. 


Memorial Dedication 


Organ Prelude: ‘Latgo’—Handel. 

Call to Worship: Scriptural by the pastor. 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation’’—Con- 

gregation. 

Invocation, and Three-fold Amen. 

Responsive Reading: (Biblical Music, read 

by Congregation from page 3 of bulletin). 
Leader: Praise ye the Lord, Praise Him for His 
mighty acts and for His excellent greatness. 
People: Praise Him with the sound of trumpet, 
praise Him with the psaltery and harp. ; 
Leader: Praise Him with the timbrel and pipes, 
with stringed instruments and organs. 
People: Praise Him upon the loud cymbals; praise 
Him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Leader: It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, Most High; to show forth Thy 
loving kindness and Thy faithfulness. 
People: Upon an instrument of ten strings, and 
upon the psaltery, upon the harp with a solemn 
sound, 
Leader: The singers went before, the players on 
instruments followed after; among them were 
maidens playing with timbrels. 
People: Bless ye the Lord God in the congregation. 
Leader: For the Lord loveth the gates of Zion, 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of 
God. 
People: The singers and the players on instruments 
shall be there. 
Leader: And J beheld a great multitude, which 
no man could number, and they stood before 
the throne, and. before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes. 
People: And they cried, saying, salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb. 
Leader: They are before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple, for 
He dwells among them. 
People: Blessing and honor, glory and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 
Hymn: “O Love that Will not Let me Go.” 
Tribute from Ladies’ Aid: (President). 
Proposal received by Church Council: 
(Council President). 

Appreciation of Instruments: (S.S.Supt.). 

Presentation of Electronic System: (Ap- 
pointed). 
Dedication of Memorial: ~ 

Dearly Beloved, we read and learn from Holy 
Writ, that devout men set apart temples for the 
wotship of God, and used musical instruments 
and singing therein for His praise and adoration. 

We, therefore, are about to dedicate the new 

Electronic Musical Instruments, presented and 
ainstalledvia this, Ghuirch bytes eee 
in loving memory! of-ix0...8.ee tk, ,a 
beloved and devoted member, office holder, and 
active worker in this Church, from its inception, 
until death and heavenly inheritance. 

r Cie Lee, cane ae 4 


Leader: In the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, we now set apart and dedi- 


cate these Electronic Musical Instruments for ser- 
vice to Almighty God in this Church and 
community. ; 

People: Praise God in His sanctuary, praise 
Him in the firmament of His power. Praise Him 
with the sound of the trumpet, the psaltery and 
the harp. : 

Leader: We dedicate these instruments of music 
to the cultivation of things spiritual; to the inter- 
pretation as given by the masters of sacred music, 
both vocal and instrumental; to the language of 
praise which becomes Christian believers every- 
where. 

People: Praise the Lord with stringed instru- 
ments, with organs and voices. Let everything 
that the Lord our God hath created, bless and 
praise His holy name. 

Leader: We dedicate these instruments of music 
to the service of praise and thanksgiving, for both 
regular and festive occasions; to give inspiration, 
such as will uplift the hearts of this Church con- 
gregation and those of this community. 

People: ‘With psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, making melody unto the Lord of all the 
earth. 

Leader: May these instruments of music min- 
ister to the spiritual needs of the soul, bringing 
peace and harmony within; lifting up those who 
are cast down and depressed; bring comfort to 
those who mourn; lifting up the hearts of those 
who hear the sacred strains into paths of joy and 
peace through the Gospel music of God’s love. 

People: That every tongue confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Responsive Prayer of Dedication 

Leader: Our blessed God and Father, whom our 

forefathers have worshipped with concord of sweet 
and sacred sound, be pleased to accept and bless 
these instruments now offered for service to. Thee. 
Amen. 
. People: Grant, we beseech Thee, that the musi- 
cal selections sent out on sound waves over the 
air, shall come as a blessed benediction to all who 
are privileged to hear them. Amen. 

Leader: May the selections so rendered bring 
cheer and comfort, courage and consecration to 
those who live around us, inspiring hearers for 
their daily tasks, and for noble service to others. 
Amen. 

People: Heavenly Father, grant that the music 
sounded forth from these instruments shall lift 
the thoughts of its hearers toward Thee, until 
their hearts are attuned to heaven above, joining 
in spirit, with those who sing the song of the — 
redeemed, in hallelujahs to Him who lives above, 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, who shall reign 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Anthem: “The Love That Seeks” —Chorr. 

Notices, Offering, Doxology. 5 

Scripture and Message—“Music in Life’-—_ 
Dr. J]. A. Cottam. 

Hymn: “Saviour to Thy Dear Name.” 


Prayer, Benediction, Organ Postlude. 
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Race Relations Sunday 
February 13, 1949 e 


Public Relations Director, Don Bolles, Fed-— 
eral Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N. Y., announces Race Rela- 


tions Sunday, and offers suggestions for ser- 
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mons, helps on What Churches Can Do, and 
What the Individual Can Do, available at the 
hbove address. 

Christians who “do” the word, as well as 
mear it, are aware of one cardinal fact, that 
sod created all human beings in “His own 
ikeness” and “sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to 
pring salvation fo all men who seek Him and 
accept Him,” and that all this has little to do 
with the color of the skin, or the place of 
pitth, or economic standing. 

Emphasis on Race Relations is too often 
pased on political, industrial, economic, or 
social basis, fostered by selfish and immature 
nterests. Realization that God is the Creator 
and Father of al] mankind, that God sent His 
Son to save all men, would focus the light on 
eace relations where it would localize the ‘“‘dis- 
ease’, permit its diagnosis for what it is, a 
spiritual immaturity and sickness. Proper 
jiagnosis of any ailment, helps many to avoid 
t, and those who have it to be healed. 

Matt. 16:24. “If any man will come after 
ie." 

Luke 16:31; 17:1-2. “If they hear not 
oses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead . . . 
it is impossible but that offenses will come: 
Sut woe “nto him, through whom they come.” 

Matt. 9:9-13. “Why eateth your master with 
publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard 
that, he said unto them. They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick. But 
ye and learn what that meaneth; I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

No reference to color of skin, nor place 
of birth, mor possessions, nor earnings, nor 
place of residence, nor social position. Could 
it be that if those within our churches, pro- 
ifessing to be followers of Jesus Christ, were 
© grow up to a realization of the meaning of 
Ithe Gospel, and practice it, that race relations 
roblems in politics, industry, and community 
ould heal, just as any disease is conquered 
hen properly diagnosed and a remedy applied 
0 keep it from spreading. 


Goals for 1949 


A Sunday School director, realizing that it 
lis easier to accomplish goals by the week, than 
by the year organized the Sunday School into 
months, with weeks in each month represented 

y attainment goals indicated by weeks, with 
jrecognition before the S.S. Assembly for those 
vho accomplish the goals for each week. This 
a may well be applied to adults as well as 
ildren, and we may get away from the idea 
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that “‘resolutions are made to be broken.” 
Actually resolutions to overcome bad _ habits, 
indifference to responsibility, selfishness, and 
many others that interfere with character 
development are our safeguards along the way 
of life. Flip dismissal of failure to live up to 
our “guiding stars” is a sign of degeneracy. 


Audio-Visual Teacher’s Guide 


The first unit of Audio-Visual Studies de- 
veloped in Experimentation by Harry J. Keider, 
Ph.D., was published in booklet form, under 
the title, ““God’s Unlimited Forgiveness’, in 
the series of Life and Teachings of Jesus, 
$1.00, 47 pages, paper bound. 

Based on Jesus’ parable of the Forgiving 
King, the study includes a discussion of What 
is vital audio-visual education in the Church? 
Making your teaching an art. Pupil projects. 
How to get films and recordings. Selected 
teacher's helps. In addition, there are four 
detailed Lesson outlines, including carefully 
prepared questions for discussion of Forgive- 
ness in Our personal lives. 

Unit number two, “God’s Wonderful Love” 
based on the parable of the Prodigal Son, was 
announced for January 1949, with other units 
to follow quarterly, $1.00 each. Write to 
Harry J. Kreider, Ph.D., 104-35, 105th Street, 
Ozone Park 16, New York. 


Church and Economic Life 


Week of January 16-22, 1949 


To focus attention of the nation on the need 
for applying Christian teachings in our 
economic activities, the Department of Church 
and Economic Life, Federal Council of 
Churches, has designated the week of January 
16-22, as Church and Economic Life Week, 
and offers to ministers and other interested per- 
sons suggestions on “What We Can Do” as 
individuals, as Churches, as citizens, including 
reading and program items. Requests for these 
suggestions should be addressed to above 
department, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 
£0, Nieves : 


High Prices ee 

“The Government spent about $35,000,000 
and up, to December 4 supporting the price of 
eggs. The equivalent of 82,000,000 dozen 
eggs have been purchased this year under the 
price-support program, the Agriculture Depart- 
ment reported.” —Washington, Dec. 14 (U.P.) 


WEBB ADDRESSING MACHINE 
Devised to print addresses from typewritten lists on paper tape. 


New Addressing Machine 
Devised to Print Addresses 
From Typewritten List on Paper Tape 


The Webber Addressing Machine Company 
announces an addressing machine, now on the 
market, that prints addresses from a typewrit- 
ten list prepared on a roll of paper tape. 

The Model A Machine utilizes the spirit 
principle of reproduction. Addresses are typed 
on a roll of paper tape, backed by a roll of 
special dye, impregnated carbon paper, mounted 
in the machine with carbon side down. As the 
envelopes are moved into position, they are 
treated with an invisible printing fluid, and 
the paper tape with carbon impression is then 
pressed against the fluid-treated section of the 
envelope and the address is-printed thereon. 

A glass reservoir holds the printing fluid, fed 
to the roller by a wick. Fluid flow can be con- 
trolled by adjustment, for various types of 
_ paper stock, 

The pressure plate is made of transparent 
plastic so that the address being printed can be 
identified at all times. Tests have proved that 
a single typed original list can be used up to 
100 times, and still give clear legible impres- 
sions. Corrections on the list are simple; a 

gummed sticker that slides over front and back 
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of tape is typed with carbon backing, moistened 
and pasted over the incorrect address. 

The machine is supplied with a spool holder 
for typing original lists, used behind the type- 
writer, which not only holds the roll of paper 
tape and carbon paper, but provides a spool. 
for rewinding the typed list. Sufficient materials 
are also supplied for a list of 500 names. The 
machine is said to be particularly adaptable for 
offices of Churches, Schools, Clubs, and Organ- 
izations addressing lists of 50 names or more. 
The price of the machine is $47.50, sold by 
company representatives, or direct from the fac- 
tory, which has manufactured a line of indus- 
trial tag addressing machines for approximately 
20 years. SSS 


United Protestantism 


The Saturday Evening Post reports that 
“Pledges to work for the union of all the 250- 
Protestant denominations in the U.S.A. into a- 
single Church of Christ in America-are being 
received at the rate of 3,000 to 4,000 a week, 
according to Hartzell Spence, who tells the 
story of Dr. E. Stanley Jones’ crusade for unity 
if the December 4th issue of The Post. a 

The keystone of Dr. Jones’ proposed 
Church union is “Christ without denomina- 
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( tionalism’’, according to Mr, Spence, and ‘that 
gaccents of the numerous Protestant doctrines 
[become the common property of all Protestant- 
jism, rather than the jealously guarded trade- 
rmarks of sectarianism.” 

Mr. Spence announced in early December, 
11948, that “enough pledges to support the 
plan for such a union have been received to 
warrant the formation of local crusade com- 
mittees in 40 cities, study groups working in 
600 localities, with headquarters for the spon- 
ssoring organization in Brookline, Mass., under 
the direction of Harvey Kazmier. If you have 
not read “Can He Unite the Protestants”, by 
Hartzell Spence, in The Post, December 4th 
issue, 1948, you will wish to read it, and form 
jyour individual conclusion. 


‘“Up-Right”’ Scaffolds 


Churches, Parish Halls, and Schools con- 
templating building and remodelling programs 
im coming months will welcome first-hand 
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UP-RIGHT SCAFFOLD 
In position for Electrical Installation, 
Trinity Church, Springfield, Mass. 


iinformation on the new, mobile Up-Right 
Scaffolds. Substantial savings on maintenance 
work are being realized by many Churches now 
through the use of these units, described as 
“amazingly simple and rapid in assembly, most 
nyone can set up a 15-foot unit in only one 


inute; 45-foot units, in 15 minutes. 
| Up-Right Scaffolds are made of heat-treated 
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aluminum alloy, said to be stronger than struc- 
tural steel, with 1/3 the weight; sections folded 
flat actually weigh less than the user. Once 
erected, the Up-Right Scaffolds may be rolled 
from position to position bridging obstacles 
and are available in multiple section-units for 
any height; instantly adjustable legs provide 
stability and desired working level, even on 
most uneven surface. Simple lock-in feature 
eliminates all wing nuts, bolts, loose parts; and 
requires no wrenches. 41/,-foot x 6-foot of 
foundation is standard with optional outboard 
supports available to provide 10-foot x 10-foot 
foundation area; a safety-tread stairway per- 
mits the user to mount the scaffold entirely 
within the structure. ; 

Names of Churches and educational institu- 
tions now using Up-Right Scaffolds will be 
furnished on request by manufacturer. 


“Achievement Aims” Adopted 
At a Fellowship Gathering 


An intriguing idea for a Parish-Fellowship 
gathering is shared with Expositor readers by 
a Young Couples Club, known as the “Green 
Twigs.” 

Invitations to the fellowship gathering con- 
sisted of leaves cut from sheets of green paper, 
with the stem of the leaf for each invitation 
pasted to a small twig. A note of invitation, 
giving date and hour, was typed and pasted to 
the leaf with a red seal. These were handed ~ 
out after the morning worship service, the 
Sunday prior to the gathering. Absentees were 
-honored by having the invitation delivered to 
the homes on Sunday afternoon. It was a gath- 
ering where every member was wanted. 

Refreshments consisted of sandwiches, 
cookies, hard candies, coffee, tea, and milk. 
Decorations gay and colorful. In the fellow- 
ship room was a 15-foot long, standard width, 
piece of composition board, solidly supported 
and gaily decorated; at the other end of the 
room stood a barrel, decorated in green and 
ted. Six small children dressed in shining 
green or red sateen elf suits, including hoods,” 
and wearing masks, greeted guests, and ushered 
them to the barrel, where each guest drew an 
envelope, numbered, and a separate little tag 
bearing the same number, for the guest to wear. 
After drawing an envelope from the barrel, 
and securely fastening the number on the tag 
to the guest’s clothing or arm, the guest was 
asked to accompany the small guide to the 
board at the end of the room, where the 
envelope was fastened to the board with a 


thumbtack. 
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After the exchange of greetings, singing 
some familiar songs in which all could join, a 
10-year-old boy, dressed in a green elf’s suit, 
came marching in, carrying a small bow and 
atrow, and a few steps back of him came 
‘Father-Time” in flowing white robe and long 
beard. To the tune of a familiar march, they 
marched around the room, and took their sta- 
tion where the young marksman could direct 
his arrows at the board on which the envelopes 
were fastened. The club leader announced that 
the envelopes contained ‘Achievement Goals” 
(lines of Scripture, poems of inspirational or 
prayerful nature). While the guests proceeded 
with refreshments, the six small elfs took their 
positions beside the marksman, and as an arrow 
pierced a numbered envelope, one of the small 
elfs went to the board, removed the envelope 
and carried it to father time, who returned the 
arrow to the marksman, and called out the 
number on the envelope. The guest with the 
same number claimed the envelope and read 
the goal Providence had helped him to set for 
himself in the way of spiritual achievement for 
coming months. 

The group joined in more singing, good 
wishes, prayer, and sincere determination to 
help one another to achieve their goals. 


The Lord’s Supper 
And Its Meaning 


Seven Meanings of The Lord’s Supper are 
outlined by Harold E. Fey, (author of World 
Peace and Christian Missions, The Churches 
and the Basis of a Just and Durable Peace, and 
a series of articles on Can Catholicism Win 
America? put into pamphlet form and sold up 
to a quarter million copies), in a volume of 
117 pages, published by Harpers, $1.50, 12 
chapters,—the Seven Meanings are given— 


Memorial Thanksgiving 

Covenant Affirmation 

Spiritual Strength Atonement 
Immortality 


“Flow” Instead of “Jerk” 


“A friend of mine who has attained some 
eminence as a social scientist, once gave me an 
immeasurably helpful tip,” says Sid Turell in 
_ “Your Life.” “To save wear and tear on your- 
self and to keep relaxed, learn to flow instead 
of jerk.” 

“The truth of this advice is brought home 
forcibly as we observe the great number of 
foes who literally jerk their way through 
ife. These-are the nervous, tense folk who 
are always in a hurry; grabbing for things 
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instead of reaching for them, bumping you on 
the street, split-second horn blowers at traffic 
lights, speed demons at the table, loud and 
fast talkers,—and worst of all they are accident 
prone, continually getting hurt or ‘hurting 
someone else. 

‘Many of us have the tendency to be jerkers, 
but barring certain physical ailments this fault 
can be corrected rather easily,—flow, don’t jerk 
—keep this thought constantly in mind, prac- 
tice it in everything you do—walking, talking, 
working, playing. 


The Churches and Washington 


Ministers everywhere will wish to read the 
article, analyzing religious influence in Wash- 
ington, by Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Secretary of . 
the Washington Office of the Federal Council 
of Churches, appearing on page 5, December, 
1948, issue of The Federal Council Bulletin. 


Institutes to Aid 
Church Planning 


“With more than $700,000,000 worth of 
Church building and improvements now on 
the drawing board or in other stages of plan- 
ning, widespread interest is being shown in 
the help being extended by the Inter-denom- 
inational Bureau of Architecture, in coopera- 
tion with state and local councils of churches. 

‘Four institutes on Church Building held in 
California were widely attended. Dr. E. M. 
Conover, director of the Bureau, reported ses- 
sions at Berkeley, Sacramento, Fresno, and Los 
Angeles, with cooperation of Northern Florida, 
Western Nevada, and Southern California 
councils, with the Los Angeles Council pro- 
posing an annual meeting. Meetings at Read- 
ing, Pa., and Roanoke, Va., were reported.— 
Federal Council Bulletin. 


Groups to Study Faith, Vocation 


A Conference on “Christianity and Work” 
sponsored by the Buffalo Council of Churches, 
the first week of November, 1948, was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Alexander Miller of New 
Zealand, author of “Christian Faith and My. 
Vocation,” as a basis for group studies on the 
following subjects: Co 
. “Christianity and the Businessman.” 

2. “Christianity and the Professions.” % 
3. “Christianity and the Worker.” = 
4. “Christianity and the Farmer.” am 
5: “Christianity and the Owner-Investor.” _ 
G 


em 


. “Christianity and the Consumer.” : 
roup leaders and one member of each 


Z 


7 of, ~ae 
eas 


| The Ewpositor 
¥ . ee , ie 


5 te * re re SES 
: : n A ae Ae 1 bee 


group participated in a panel discussion under 
the direction of Dr. R. E. Albright of State 
College for Teachers. 

(Announcement of the group-study is a 
heartening bit of information to any observer. 
However, one wonders about No. 3: has the 
term, “worker” become synonymous with 
“paid employees’ to the American citizen? 
‘Are we deluding ourselves with the prepos- 
wderous notion that Businessmen, Professional 
wen, Farmers, Owners, Investors, don’t work? 
To this observer, it has the same make-believe 
connotation as the one-time advice to the 
young, “GO TO SCHOOL, SO YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO WORK.” Work is a_ privilege 
which intrigues every normal human; the phase 
jof work undertaken depends upon abilities 
zand training. Upon the exercise of this privi- 
dege rests the development of this great 
‘country, and the security and happiness of its 
bpeoples. Businessmen, professional men, farm- 
vers, are workers, consumers, owners, and 
investors, because they are workers.) 


Prayer and Its Meaning to Believers 


Readers in need of inspriation and study oa 
the subject of ‘Prayer,’ as a foundation for 
ssermons on prayer, will find much help in 
Bosworth's Addresses, Edited by Ernest Pye, 
published under the title “The Christian Relig- 
on and Human Progress,” one volume of a 
pset of two volumes on Bosworth. The second 
volume is “The Biography of a Mind,” 491 
pages. The volume of Bosworth’s addresses has 
F328 pages, including the index; the set is 
1$8.00, and may be secured from Oberlin Col- 
lege, Oberlin, Ohio, or at your local book 
store. 


Old Home Sunday 


An honor roll of persons having been mem- 
bbers continuously-since First Methodist Church, 
Potomac Ave. and Baynes St., Buffalo, was 
‘located at its present site, was read at a service 
on “Old Home Sunday” in the 130-year-old 


Hbers attending the service were presented to the 
embership as guests of honor. 


‘A Prayer 

_ Great God, we are come to confess our great 
failure in accepting Thy teachings as our pat- 
tern for living. We have kept up the pretense 
bby presenting ourselves at Thy house of wor- 
ship at times, by putting a modest offering 
aside to assist in spreading Thy Word, by good- 
aturedly suggesting that our children attend a 


Church, November 7, 1948. Honor Roll mem- 


brief session of the teaching of Thy Way of 
Life, and Thy message of Salvation. Help us, 
we beseech Thee, to accept the urgency of 
doing Thy Word. 

Our Father, we who have taught our chil- 
dren to love the material wealth of this great 
and rich land, the comforts and the pleasures, 
without teaching them the responsibility that 
goes hand in hand with every gift, whether 
that gift is talent, ability, training, money, or 
fame, now find ourselves upon our knees in 
search of a quick and certain remedy for that 
which we have found to be a blight upon the 
lives of our loved ones. We cry to Thee, our 
Heavenly Father, to help us to right this 
wrong; help Thou us to teach our children 
that great gifts can be retained only by match- 
ing them with great gratitude, great apprecia- 
tion, and great effort to make ourselves worthy 
in Thy sight. Forgive our shallow ambitions, 
our false standards; open Thou our eyes to 
the real purpose of living upon this fair earth, 
and walking with Thee and Thine. We be- 
seech Thee, our Father God, to send the Holy 
Spirit among us, both teachers and parents, 
to help us in our effort to show our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, to the youth of our land, so they 
may stand before Thee as honest stewards of 
their heritage, given so lavishly by Thee. Help 
us, Heavenly Father, to re-create our lives, so 
we may help our children- by precept and 
example, even at this late hour, so they may 
find the true path to Thee, and walk in it, to_ 
Thy Glory, and everlasting life. ae 

Heavenly Father, open Thy heart to the 
needs of the young people who face the great 


‘and complicated things of life, things which 


we have helped to build and foment in our 
thoughtlessness and lack of understanding of 
Thy purposes; strengthen their resolves to dedi- 
cate themselves to finding Thee, and Thy Will 
for the human family, and making Thee known 
among all men great and small. Walk among 
us, O Lord, and choose whom thou wilt send 
to fish, to farm, to govern, to teach the mechan- 
ics of living, or to represent Thee. Help us, O 
Lord, to answer, “Here am I, send me,’ when 
Thou callest, and give us courage to go any 
place and anywhere, in serving Thy purposes, 
knowing that Thy spirit will walk with us, if 
we but believe and trust in Thy love and good-. 
ness.. ve 
We bow our heads in repentance for the 
errors of which we are so guilty, and ask for 
mercy at Thy cross. We pray for courage to 
do Thy will, whether we see clearly before us 
or not, trusting in Thee, and Thy love for 
those who come to Thee for help. We ask in 
Jesus’ Name. Amen. air <. 
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Acts 11:26:—‘The disciples were first called 
Christians at Antioch.” 

I Peter 4:16:—"If any man suffer as a 
Christian.” 

Acts 16:28:—"“Almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian.” 


A are the three appearances of the 
name Christian in the New Testament, 
although there are’ probably references 
to it, as we shall see elsewhere. “What’s in a 
name?’ But in this greatest of all names there 
is great and beautiful meaning. To know how 
it arose, and what it stood for, will move us 
to ask ourselves to what degree we are worthy 
of this name. 


I. The Origin of the Name 


Antioch was the cradde of Gentile Christian- 
ity, the place where the first world mission- 
aries were sent forth, and where the disciples 
were first called Christians. 

The name “Christian’’ was undoubtedly 
bestowed upon the followers of Christ as a 
term of reproach and derision. The Christians 
called themselves disciples, believers, saints. The 
Jews called them, Nazarenes and Galileans. 
They would never have used the name ‘‘Chris- 
tian,” which might have implied that they 
regarded Christ as the anointed One, or the 
Messiah. It was a name bestowed upon the 
believers in that populous and wicked city by 
the heathen and the pagans. You could 
imagine a group of aristocrats of Antioch 
crossing the bridge over the rapidly flowing 
Orontes river and making their way toward 
the amphitheatre where the games and the 
sports were held. As they approach the gates 
they see a little group of men, Niger, and 
Lucius, Barnabas, and Silas and Paul, who are 
making their way, not into the arena, but to 
the cavern on the mountainside above the 
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arena, where the followers of Jesus were wont 
to assemble and pray and sing. As they see 
them passing, one of these men bound for 
the arena points toward them, and, with a 
laugh, says to his companions, ‘Look there go 
the. Christians !’” Thus undoubtedly it was that 
the name arose. Little did the devotees of the 
amphitheatre, or the debauched loafers in the 
grottos of the Grove of Daphne, imagine that 
long after Antioch with its temples and pal- 
aces and groves had become a heap of ruins, 
the city would be remembered chiefly because 
there the followers of Jesus were first called 
Christians, and because from Antioch Paul and 
Barnabas set out on their first missionary 
journey. 

The name “Christian” was a natural name 
for the heathen of Antioch to give to the fol- 
lowers of Jesus; and yet it was a very pro- 
found name. They did not name the believers 
after any particular doctrine or philosophy, but 
named them after Christ. Whatever they were, 
good or bad, sane or insane, they were recog- 
nized by these pagans to be devoted to the 
person of One whom they called Christ. That 
is ever a distinguishing mark of the true 
Christian. Above all doctrines and associations 
stands Christ, who, for the believer, is the 
Alpha and the Omega. 

The bestowal of that name upon the 
believers showed also that they lived a differ- 
ent kind of life from the life which the people 
of Antioch lived. Whenever they came across 
a man who would not go to the unclean rites 
of the Grove of Daphne, or to the bloody 
shows of the Coliseum, who would not sacti- 
fice in the temples, who would not expose 
crippled or unwanted children, who would not 
enter suits in the courts against another 
believer, who returned good for evil, and for- 
gave his enemies, then they knew at once that 
whatever else he might or might not be, he 
was certainly a Christian, a follower of one 
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1om they called Christ. Thus the great name 
is won by a different kind of life. 

How much does the life of the Christian 
day differ from the life of the world? If 
> were put down in a wicked pagan city like 
ose first beliévers at Antioch—and we are 
deed in such a city now—would our way of 
e mark us out and win for us such a name 
“Christian?” The true Christian, then, is 
e who follows Christ and whose way of life 
Christ’s way, and therefore, a different way 
ym the way of the world. What about you 
d me? Can we win from our coarse and 
utal world the name of Christian? The com- 
ind that Paul gave to followers of Christ in 
other great and wicked city of that same 
é, Corinth, is one which is still timely:” 
herefore, come out from among them and 
ye separate, said the Lord.”” We pray for a 
eat revival in the Church and through the 
wurch; but before that revival comes there 
I! have to be a separation from the world 
d the way of the world in each of us. 


II. Suffering as a Christian 


“If any man suffer as a Christian, let him 
t be ashamed, but let him glorify God on 
is behalf; literally, “in this Name,” the 
fy name Christian, because of which they 
ffer and are persecuted. This use of the 
me Christian by Peter in his Second Letter 
ows that by that time it was an accepted 
le for the believers in Jesus. It lets us know 
at by this time to be a Christian meant more 
an just to be marked out as a peculiar sort 
person and to be the object of ridicule and 
ntempt. It meant now hardship, persecution 
d suffering. 

It is a shameful and disgraceful thing to 
fer because of evil doing, for such suffering 
uld be well deserved. But to suffer for 
ist’s sake, and because one is a Christian 
it is a high honor. Peter goes so far as to say 
it when one suffers for Christ’s sake he 
comes a partaker of the sufferings of Christ. 
9t that the sufferings of any believer have 
y atoning or forgiving power in them, for 
ly Christ’s sufferings have that; but by suf- 
ing for the sake of Christ to redeem the 
tld. The ages of martyrdom afford abun- 
at illustration of how believers in Jesus who 
re persecuted and had to suffer because of 
‘name found that suffering their highest joy 
1 glory. When Peter and the other apostles 
1 been imprisoned for Christ’s sake, and 
n, at the intervention of Gamaliel, had been 
urged and permitted to go free, “they 
satted from the presence of the Council 
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rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His sake,” 

Sometimes we ask ourselves, If I were put 
to the test, would I have enough loyalty to 
Christ to suffer for Him as the martyrs did? 
Persecution on the part of the outside world, 
as they experienced it, has passed away, due to 
the influence of the faith for which those 
martyrs died. But still the conscientious Chris- 
tian will be called upon to suffer criticism, 
ridicule, contempt, and to deny himself many 
of the things of this world. When this hap- 
pens, remember you are a partaker of the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and that to partake of those 
sufferings is the believer's highest joy and 
glory. 


III. “Almost Thou Persuadest Me 
To Be a Christian” 


Here we have the third and most dramatic 
instance of the use of the word “Christian.” 
Felix, the Roman Governor of Judea, who had 
“trembled’” when Paul preached to him, of 
“righteousness and temperance and judgment 
to come,’ but did not repent or believe, had 
been succeeded as governor by Festus. Paul had 
appealed to the Supreme Court of the Roman 
world, the judgment bar of Caesar himself; 
and, jealous of the rights of a Roman citizen, 
Festus planned to send him to Rome at the first 
opportunity. But somewhat perplexed as to the 
nature of the case and the charges against 
Paul, he was greatly pleased when King 
Agrippa and his sister, Bernice, came to Caesa- 
rea for a visit, for Agrippa had heard much 
of Paul and would be more familiar with mat- 
ters relating to the Jewish religion. He 
expressed to Festus a desire to hear Paul him- 
self. 

Here we have one of the great scenes of 
Christian history. The roof of the palace hall 
at Cesarea is upheld by great columns and the 
floor is of marble and tile. Along the walls 
can be seen the letters “S.P.Q.R., the “Roman 
Senate and People,’ and also prominently dis- 
played the golden letter “‘N” denoting the 
Caesar of that day, Nero. The soldiers of the 
crack Italian Band stand in rank against the 
walls on either side, their brass helmeis 
crowned with eagles, their bare arms holding 
their circular shields and gripping their tall 
spears, with the short sword girt on their 
thigh. At the sound of the trumpet the curtains — 
behind the dais are pulled aside, and Festus 
conducts Agrippa and Bernice to their thrones, 
while the Roman soldiers stretch out their 
hand in the salute which in our day has been 
made familiar to the world by the now fallen 
hosts of Mussolini and Hitler. ea 
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At another blast on the trumpet Paul is 
brought in. With the free hand, the one that 
is not chained to the soldier next to him, he 
shades his weak eyes from the glare of the 
light. After Festus gives a brief account of 
him and his trial, Agrippa says to Paul, ‘Thou 
art permitted to speak for thyself.’’ Paul then 
stretched forth his hands in his familiar gesture 
and began to speak. He related the story of 
his youth, his persecution of the Church, his 
dramatic conversion, and how he had been 
commissioned to preach the Gospel unto the 
Gentiles. As he spoke of the resurrection, he 
was interrupted by Festus, who cried out in a 
loud voice, ‘Paul, thou art beside thyself! 
Much learning doth make thee mad!’ Festus 
recognized Paul as a learned man, of great 
intelligence; but to him it was’a wild and pre- 
posterous thing that a Jewish peasant who had 
been crucified as a malefactor should have risen 
from the dead, and, still more, be able to give 
light and salvation to all nations and people. 

Paul made an earnest and courteous dis- 
avowal of madness, declaring ‘I am not mad, 
most noble Festus, but speak forth the words 
of truth and soberness.” Then he turned dra- 
matically to King Aggripa, and addressing him 
in person, said, “King Agrippa, believest thou 
the prophets ?”” Then, before Agrippa had time 
to answer, Paul answered for him, “I know 
that thou believest!’’ Apostate Jew though he 
was, Agrippa no doubt had great respect for 
the prophets, and in his heart was the con- 
viction that Paul was correctly interpreting 
what the prophets had foretold. At this 
Agrippa exclaimed, “Paul almost thou persuad- 
est me to be a Christian!” Literally, “with a 
little persuasion’’—that is, with a little more 
persuasion, “thou wouldst make me a Chris- 
tian!” 

Had we been present in the Judgment Hall 
that day and heard Agrippa’s accent, we would 
have known for a certainty just what he meant, 
for that accent would have betrayed the note 
of irony, if it was that, or the note of earnest- 
ness and sincerity. Everything indicates that it 
was a sincere utterance. Agrippa was not say- 
ing, “Paul, do you think that a grandson of 
‘Herod the Great is going to confess the faith 
‘of a crucified Galilean and consort with slaves 
and peasants and workmen?’ No; the soul of 
Agrippa had been stirred, and in that moment 
he saw himself almost a Christian, and was 
“almost persuaded’ to be one. That certainly 
was the way Paul took it, for he cried out at 
once, that great hunter of souls, “I would 
to God, that not only thou, but also all who 
hear me this day were both almost and alto- 
gether such as I am, except these bonds.” 
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All that Paul had to except when he wished 
that Agrippa was a Christian as he was, was 
that chain. 

How about you and me? Do you wish that 
other men were Christians as you are? And 
what would you have to except? All that Paul 
had to except was that chain. What would 
you have to except. Would it be like this: “I 
would to God that you were a Christian as I 
am, except my gossipping tongue? Except my 
bad temper? Except my jealous disposition? 
Except my complaining and murmuring? 
Except my lack of trust and faith? “Except 
this chain!”” That is something to think about! 
He was after the soul of Agrippa. He wanted 
to make a Christian out of him, and he had 
almost, but not quite, succeeded. “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian.” That is the 
epitaph of King Agrippa. And there we leave 
him, “almost persuaded,” “not far from the 
Kingdom of God,” and yet not in it, because 
he did not act upon the conviction that was 
in his soul. 

We have seen, then, brought out in these 
three uses of the great word, what it is to be 
a Christian. A Christian is one who follows 
Christ and whose way of life is different from 
the way of the world. A Christian is one who 
is willing to suffer for Christ’s sake. A Chris- 
tian is one who is not quite, but altogether 
persuaded that Christ is the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world, and who believes on 
Him unto Eternal Life. One of the old writers 
used to put it this way: ‘“Faith makes a man a 
Christian; his life proves he is a Christian; 
trial confirms him as a Christian, and death 
crowns him as a Christian.” 


Spiritual Nakedness 


Contentment with a lukewarm state of be- 
ing means the death of all enthusiasm, sin- 
cerity, and progress. If I am as good as I 
care to be, it is certain I will never exert my- 
self to become better. If I do not care to go 
higher than I now am, higher I shall not go. — 

It should not be so hard to understand 
Christ’s dislike for and impatience with spirit- 
ual lukewarmness. The urgency of his cause, 
which demanded his life on the cross, in such 
that half-hearted followers are a liability 
rather than a help. If anyone would be an 
acceptable. follower of Jesus, he must bring a 
fervent and sincere enthusiasm with him. 
There is no room for indifference or half- 
heartedness. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy, 
God with ALL thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all th 
strength.” —Aaron L. Roth, Christian Advocate, 
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text: I. Peter 3:15. “Be ready to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason for the hope that is in you.” 


YOUNG man, product of our liberal 
age, Came into my study. He announced 

- that he was one who did not embrace 
y particular religion, but embraced them all. 
ne could see in his manner that he felt very 
atelligent in taking such a broad attitude, but 
1 his religious philosophy there was something 
arrow-minded about the devout Christian who 
mbraced Christianity and Christianity alone. 

Why do I want to be Christian? I suppose 
am a Christian first of all for the same reason 
ou are. I came from a Christian home. I was 
»orn into the Christian faith. 

And yet, that is not the only, nor-the main 
eason why we are Christians. I think of such 
. Christian heritage as a man receiving a box 
Fontaining many things. At first the box is 
sust a gift given him, all packed, sealed and 
delivered. One day he unpacks that box and 
Forts over its contents, throws some things away 
and puts others back. At that point it becomes, 
not just a box he inherited, but his own box. 
‘onsciously or unconsciously a similar process 
ss going on with the Christian faith we have 
snherited. Maybe it was during our college 
wears, or in some personal crisis when we 
ppened our inherited box of faith, threw some 
pf the contents away and returned others to 
“he box. At that point it became, not the faith 
we inherited, but our own faith. Such packing 
and repacking that box should be a task that 
is never done or completed, for every time we 
do it again our faith becomes even more, our 
own. 

There are at least four reasons why, having 
unpacked and repacked my Christian faith 
which I inherited, I still want to be a 
Christian. 


I 


In the first place Christianity is a religion 
for the active. It is no lullaby to calm the soul 
down to mediate on peace. It is a trumpet 

gunding out the call to moral battle. It tells 
ie that we find our true selves, our deeper 
elves, not by a process of pushing the world 
away from us and being absorbed into the 
divine, but by throwing ourselves into the 
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Christianity does not tell us to sit under a tree, 
but to feed the hungry, visit the sick, carry 
a cross for Christ and so, by forgetting our 
lives in battle for righteousness and the com- 
mon welfare, find them. 

“It is good,” declared Phillips Brooks, ‘'to 
be a Herschel (the astronomer) who describes 
the sun, but it is better to be a Prometheus 
who brings the sun’s fire to earth.’ That is 
the philosophy of the Christian religion. It is 
good to be one who contemplates God, we 
need such contemplation, but the greatest 
awareness of God comes to the one who is 
forever crusading to the end that the will of 
God may be done, ‘‘on earth as it is in Heaven.” 

Christianity is an active religion, so I would 
be a Christian. 


II 


Christianity has the most realistic view of 
the world. To Aristotle the only thing that 
stood between man and a perfect society was 
ignorance. To him it was inconceivable that 
a man could know his own good and delib- 
erately choose to do something else. A year 
before the first world war, Washington Glad- 
den prophesied, “People will be living in 
Heaven right here in Scioto Valley.” 
world’s troubles have a deeper cause than 
ignorance and they cannot be overcome by 
mere resolutions of optimism. Christianity 
begins with a cross, where the very best fell 
into the hands of the very. worst and was 
crucified. Indeed Christianity takes human 
selfishness, greed, hate, seriously. This is its 
judgment upon human life—“We have all 
sinned.” 

That is a realistic dealing with facts. I 
began my ministry in the depth of a depression 
with sixty per cent of the members of my 
church unemployed, and children collapsing of 
hunger in the school next door, while society 
in general and Washington in particular, 
seemed incapable of doing anything significant 
about it. I have preached in a world of Musso- 
linis, Hitlers, Stalins and of the war terminat- 
ing with the use of the atomic bomb. And now, 
against all reason, all desire, we are drifting 
toward another war. I cannot be a disciple 
of Aristotle. A man can truly know his own 
good and yet deliberately choose something 
else. That has characterized the world I have 
lived in all my life. Any doctrine about a man 
pulling himself up by his own bootstraps, 
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walks with the mincing step of one who is 
minus the virility required to face facts. Much 
more realistic is the Christian gospel. God 
saves man, and God alone. 


III 


I would be a Christian because Christian 
ethics are the only moral solution to world 
problems. Philosophy is not enough. Happiness 
is not the goal of life. The pursuit of happi- 
ness shows the lowest winning average of any 
human adventure. Happiness can run away 
faster than we can pursue and the one who is 
forever asking himself, “Am I happy?” is a 
miserable creature. Happiness, made a goal of 
life, is never achieved. Forgotten, as we set 
out for other worthy goals, happiness creeps 
in the backdoor unawares and lies contentedly 
at our heels. 

Perfection is not the goal of life. The harder 
we strive for it the more emotionally unbal- 
anced we become. The tenseness on our faces 
betrays the storms of our hearts which never 
subside and we are well on our way to the 
sanitarium. If making perfection our goal, we 
are so sure we have achieved it that there is 
no tension in our souls, then we are guilty of 
arrogant conceit, itself a sign of imperfection. 
Perfection is a blind alley. 

Christianity talks about love,. not happiness, 
not perfection, but love—love of God and 
fellowman. This is the end and goal of life, 
to love one another. 

In its most simple form, love is beautiful 
beyond any other virtue. In its majestic form 
it is too deep for tears, a man laying down his 
life for his friend; a clean man trusting his 
clean hands into a leper’s sores; a Christ on a 
cross! “O love that will not let me go.” When 
everything else lets us go, love holds on. No 
wonder it is so creative, so powerful, so revolu- 
tionary. And Christianity dares to put that 
love at the center of the universe. This is the 
orbit of the Christian gospel, ‘For God so 
loved the world,” and ‘Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?” and “I pray that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith that 
ye being rooted and grounded.in love—.” Aye, 
God’s love, Christ’s love, man’s love! I would 
be a Christian. 


IV 


earth in the supreme drama of all ages and 
the greatest series of events earth has ever 
known, and men write a sorry little, inadequate 
account of it away back on page three of their 
hearts when it should be the feature story on 
page one. I don’t imagine any editor in the 
world announced V. J. Day as a two paragraph 
item on page six, lost among the ads, but 
there are multitudes of people who have not 
written adequately, in their hearts and lives, of 
Christmas and Good Friday, and Easter. 

I know this about Jesus. He took the idea 
of the utter goodness and Fatherhood of God, 
often only hinted at by man, and as one work- 
ing with rough ore, refined and purified it, 
minted it, stamped His image and superscrip- 
tion upon it and made it current coin. So He 
did for my knowledge of God, what none 
other has ever done. On His cross He has 
forever won the gratitude of men. He has 
chastened them into penitence, awakened them 
to hope, and inspired them to devotion. By 
His resurrection He saved life from final frus- 
tration and set eternity in the believer's heart. 
Call such a One “Jesus, son of Joseph” and 
stop there? I cannot do that. That would be 
like saying of the ocean shimmering under the 
sun, the ocean whose ground swell reaches out 
to break upon the Indies, wash upon the 
British Isles, the ocean upon whose surface ply 


‘merchant ships and men-of-war, and lux 


liners—it would be like saying of that ocean, 
“Wet, isn’t it?” 

Of course it’s wet. But if that it all one 
can say of the ocean, one’s dull eyes betray 
one’s darkened soul. Just so with Jesus. He is 
Jesus, yes—a man among men and a prophet 
too, but much, much more and it is only his- 
toric Christianity which deals with that much, 
much more. 

I would be a Christian then, because 
Christianity is an active religion; it sounds the 
trumpet calling men to moral battle. I would 
be a Christian because Christianity is realistic 
with its proclamations of human sinfulness and 
yet has tender faith in human possibilities. I 
would be a Christian because Christianity 
preaches love, the one virtue above and beyond 
all others. I would be a Christian because 
Christianity alone, deals adequately with the: 
Christ. 


Christianity is the great faith which comes. 
knocking at your door and mine. Bid it wel- 
ae make it yours and find strength for the 

ay. 


I would be a Christian because historic 
Christianity is the only religion that deals 
adequately with Christ. To some He may be a 
good man, even the best. To others He may 
be but one of the prophets. To the Christian 
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WHAT CHRIST MEANS TO ME 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Timothy 1:12. 


HAT ardent crusader for Christ, Hugh 
Price Hughes, was once telling a Lon- 
don audience what the Master had 

ought in the lives of famous men. But his 
peal reached its most thrilling climax when 
said, ‘And I, Hugh Price Hughes, also, wish 
tell you what Christ has done for me.’ It is 
en our Christian witness gets over into first 
rsonal singular, that it becomes compelling, 
ntagious and irresistible. We are so weak 
len we merely argue. We are powerful as we 
tify what God’s Grace has wrought in our 
m lives. It is then a man can say with the 
almist, “I will declare what God hath done 
c my soul.” 
However, it is when one seeks words ade- 
ately to convey the gratefulness of the heart 
at he gets into trouble! ‘Words are ambassa- 
ts of the soul’—but what ambassador can 
» full justice to his sovereigns? Elizabeth 
urrett Browning was a master of words. But 
nen she wishes to tell Robert Browning of 
full heart’s devotion, she can only say, “I 
nnot tell thee how much I love thee.” 
1oughts leap through language and escape! 
I come to that one who next to the ‘Crystal 
irist,’” Himself, has been my unfailing source 
inspiration through the years, the Apostle 
wl. I ask, ‘Paul, tell me what Christ means 
you?’ He replies: “I know whom I have 
usted, and I am certain He is able to keep 
hat I have put into His hands till the great 
y. And then, with stirred and grateful 
att I find myself replying, ‘Paul, when life 
most real for me, I can say that too. Your 
nfession of faith becomes mine. I too know 
whom I have trusted.” My “here’’ in the 
alm of faith, has helped me to tell what 
hrist means to me. 


I 


First of all, for me and for countless other 
hristian believers, the Christian religion is 
itomized and gathered up in a Personality, 
sus Christ the Son of God, and the Savior 
men. My salvation, for time and eternity, is 
st determined by my relationship to a creed 
book or a system of theology. It is brought 
a focus by my relationship to One who 


rough faith, has become my All in All. Emil 


rst Congregational Church 
me ctersbirg, Florida 


anuary, 1949 


wire 5 


Brunner, distinguished Continental theologian, 
uses a telling and apt word in speaking of sal- 
vation: the word encounter. God coming face 
to face and standing over against His creature 
man in Jesus Christ, demanding of him his 
“yes” or “no” in response to the offer of life, 
—the ultimate destiny of man’s soul hinges 
on that. And it is when man, by means of a 
child-like and availing faith, lays positive hold 
on that offer of life that God imparts to him 
the gift of new life in Christ. Thus, John 
Bunyan tells us that he beheld in a dream 
Christ standing at God’s right hand, making 
intercession for him. And new life floods in 
on his sin-darkened consciousness when he is 
led to confess, ‘There, in Him, is my right- 
eousness. 

Professor John Knox, an American theo- 
logian, stresses the need for the believer to 
confront what he terms the “total Christ,” that 
is, Jesus Christ in the full context of his divine 
relationships. Thus, when we say ‘Christ’? we 
mean no solitary and confined figure, but a 
Divine-Human Person, plus the Church He 
brought into being, plus the radiant witness 
of His saints through the ages. 

But alas! Which of us shall delineate this 
“total Christ?” Who shall adequately compass 
the greatness of the Son of God? I feel the 
warmth of Florida sun's rays illumining my 
body, but cannot adequately describe that flam- 
ing orb. What we can know for certain is 
what Jesus Christ means to us at the point 
where He has warmed and enriched our being. 
That is what Whittier does in the much loved 
and quoted words: 

“But warm, sweet, tender, even yet, 
A present help is He, 

And faith has still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee.” 


And so, if you are seeking the inner, saving 


-message of the Gospel for your life, stop 


making reconnaissance flights afar! Come, with 
your deep need, and with a sense of new sur- 
render to Christ say with Paul,—yes, and with 
many a one since—'I know whom I have 
trusted, and I am certain He is able to keep 
what I have put into His hands till the great 
day.” “I am certain” says this great heart. “I 
am certain!” No guess work here! 


II 
So also in the realm of character and in the 
universe of moral values, I have primarily to 
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do, not with a code of ethics but with a Char- 
acter and a Person. Ethical and moral codes 
are necessary, to be sure. But Paul long ago 
pointed out that at best the Law 1s a “school- 
master to bring us to Christ.’ Once a man has 
found his life-center and spring of action in 
Christ he is no longer negatively bound by a 
code of ethics. He is positively released through 
a Person and a Spirit. He begins to sense the 
truth in the Augustine dictum: ‘Love God 
and do as you please!’’ His conscience is deliv- 
ered from the bane of scrupulosity. Here in the 
area of personal character where a man or a 
youth is, in the dark, what he is in the light, 
he can agree with Browning, that, 


“That one Face, far from vanish, 
Or decomposes but to recompose, 
rather grows, 
Becomes my universe that feels 
and knows.” 


Dr. Frederick L. Fagley, once said that he 
wished someone would write a book on the 
subject, WHY BE A CHRISTIAN? Yes, why? 
Thousands in this day who seek to rationalize 
away their shoddy and careless conduct, are 
asking if not flaunting that question. After 
teaching for a while at Columbia University 
Paul Gallico writes in ESQUIRE to say that 
there is “an appalling lack of simple ethics 
and moral probity on the part of the younger 
generation.” The young people of today, he 
says, do not seem to know the difference be- 
tween right and wrong. And he concludes his 
indictment with the words, ‘Unless there is 
an ethical and spiritual renaissance of the 
good, the great and the dignified that live in 
man, we will all be back in the primal slime 
from which we came. The atom bomb won't 
get here a minute too soon!” 

“But wait a minute, Mr. Gallico!”’ one finds 
himself saying in response to this summary 
indictment: “If our youth of today are ethic- 
ally and morally ignorant, who’s to blame? If 
Christian standards of conduct are ridiculed as 
Victorian on many a college campus, whose 
fault is it, if not ours? If we of the older 
generation have sown to the wind, shall we 
not expect to reap the corruption of loose and 
vagrant morals? After all, it’s so much easier 
to write a book on moral casuistry than to live 
a life which is an ethical beacon to the “‘lost 
generation” of our time. Smug self-righteous- 
ness hardly becomes us! 

I have only one word to offer young and old 
alike in a morally confused day. Far from 
being a word of censure or blame, it is a word 
of simple testimony: Keep close to Christ! Do 
only what you feel confident He would 
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approve. In the midst of uncertainty, ask, 
‘What would my Master do in this situation, 
and what is His will for me?” Wait for His 
green light! What are those words of shame 
and remorse issuing from the mouth of tragic 
Judas as he goes out to take his life? Listen: 
“I have betrayed,” he is saying. But what? An 
ethical code? A moral abstraction set down on 
paper? Listen again: “I have betrayed the Inno- 
cent, the dearest and most trusted Friend I 
ever knew.” How many a son or daughter have 
been kept morally straight by the remembrance 
of a mother’s sainted face! Recall the warning 
Francis Thompson places on the lips of the 
“Hound of Heaven:” 

“All things betray thee who betrayest Me.” — 


Ill 


Christ is for me the one stable and abiding 
Center in an otherwise unstable and careen- 
ing world. The generations rise and pass away, 
but He remains. The “‘earth reels to and fro 
like a drunkard but there is a stability in Him 
that outlasts the stars and shall remain when 
our human annals have run their course. A 
heightened awareness of Him is greatly needed 
just now with so many hearts fearful, and 
anxious. One remembers the plaintive bed- 
time prayer of the little girl closing with the 
words, “And now, dear Lord, be sure and 
take care of Yourself, because if anything hap- 
pens to You, we're all sunk!” 

Listen then, again, to the tones of calm assur- 
ance issuing from yonder prison cell in Rome. 
Suppose we go together to “look in” on this 
flaming Apostle, this “fool for Christ’s sake,” 
whose spiritual zeal turned the stream of civil- 
ization into new channels. And let us draw 
near quietly, for Paul is dictating a letter to 
an amanuensis with quill in hand. Observe 
that he is chained to a Roman soldier, but 
mark the calm and confident repose on his face 
as he speaks. ‘“Who has put down death” he is 
saying, ‘and brought life and immortality to 
light by the gospel? Of that gospel I have 
been appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher, and this is why I am suffering.” He 
is thinking affectionately of a young man 
named Timothy, an early convert of his as he 
continues, “‘Still I am not ashamed of it: I 
know whom I have trusted, and I am certain 
He is able to keep what I have put into His 
hands till the great Day..” = 

At that essential point ofa Crucified, but 
also of a Risen Savior, Paul’s universe stands 
intact. Because he is sure there, he is sure 
everywhere! ae. a 

A missionary in India relates how on one 
occasion the false rumor went around that’the 
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tld was coming to an end. On every hand 
ople went beserk. That is, all save the Chris- 
m converts. At the appointed time for the 
mise of the world, they went down together 
side the Ganges. And just as the moon flung 
f radiant glory over the heavens, with one 
cord they lifted their voices in a hymn they 
d learned of the Christian missionary: 


he whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, 
(but) 

he Light of the world is Jesus; 

ike sunshine at noon-day His glory shone in, 

‘he Light of the World is Jesus. 

‘ome to the Light, it’s shining for thee. 

weetly the Light has shined for me. 

nce I was blind, but now I can see, 

he Light of the world is Jesus.” 


Darkness and chaos at large in the world 
day? Yes, but with a divine and a healing 
ght in the midst of it. Fear and anxiety 
road in a multitude of hearts? Yes; but not 
the life of the Christian believer; for he is 
ipped and held by a divine assurance. “? 
10w Whom I have trusted, and I am certain 
e is able to keep what I have put into His 
nds till the great Day.” 

Committed to Him, you too, will know 
urself kept, through time, and through 
ernity ! 
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old or Warm Blooded 


Once in a while you will hear some person 
oken of as being cold-blooded. We have 
me to use that term cold-blooded to describe 
me one who has no feeling, or one who 
ems to be heartless, or even cruel. But that 
really not what being cold-blooded means. 
Some living creatures, like people, and dogs 
id cats, and bears and birds are warm- 
ooded, so a person is never actually cold- 
ooded. ; 

On the other hand, snakes and alligators, 
rtles, fish, toads, frogs and such creatures 


e cold-blooded, and the difference between 


ing cold-blooded and warm-blooded is this. 
. warm-blooded animals their bodily temper- 


ure, or temperature of their blood, remains — 


same all the time. If you were to take 
yur temperature on the hottest day of sum- 
er, it would be the same as it would be on 
e coldest day of winter, somewhere very 
ose to 981/, degrees. 

With GB ierted animals the blood tem- 
erature changes and is always the same as 
e temperature of the air around them. If 


the day gets hot their temperature rises until 
it is just as hot as the day. Or if it gets cold, 
their temperature gets just exactly as cold as 
the air. In fact, if the temperature goes down 
below freezing, so does their temperature and 
they freeze up too. Then when it gets warm 
again they thaw out and everything is alright 
again, 

Now, little boys and little girls are really 
warm-blooded, but every once in a while some 
of them become much like cold-blooded little 
animals. They become affected by conditions 
around them. They do what other little folks 
do. Sometimes that is bad, sometimes good. 
And there are some who really don’t have 
any temperature of their own at all. Their 
temperature is just like those with whom they 
play or work. 

But because one boy’s temperature permits 
him to tell falsehoods, or take what doesn’t 
belong to him, or use bad language, that is 
no reason why your temperature should be 
the same as his. Is it? You are warm-blooded, 
not cold-blooded. You must be the same 
whether others are bad or not, and I know 
no better help for you to stay warm-blooded 
all the time, than the reading good books, 
associating with good people, and doing what 
is right. It doesn’t take long before being good 
can become just as much a habit and normal 
thing for you, as being bad does for others. 
So be warm-blooded for the right things that 
are right, and your life will be a most happy 
one. ae 


Getting Home 


~ Once upon a time a little fellow strayed 
farther from home than he had ever strayed 
before. Suddenly he realized that he had never 
before seen that grocery store on that strange 
corner, nor the little park over there. He was 
in a strange land. He saw no sights with 
which he was familiar, no faces he recog- 
nized. It was as bad as though he were alone 
on some foreign land. It frightened him and 
he began to cry, for he realized he was lost. 

And while he was dabbing at his wet eyes 


with his little clenched fist and crying in 


his big despair of ever finding the way home 
again, a passerby, waiting on the corner for 
a bus, stepped up to the youngster and asked 
him what the matter was. 

“I’m lost and can’t find-my way home” 
the boy gasped out between sobs. 

“Well, where do you live?” the man asked 
and when the boy said he lived at 2627 
Fletcher Place, the man laughed and_ said, 
“Why that’s only a little way from here. You 
just go back down this street three blocks, 


turn to the right and go another block and 
you will find your home right there.” 

The bus came along and the man got on, 
thinking all was well now that he had helped 
the boy find his way. 

But it wasn’t well with the boy, for he had 
forgotten how many blocks he had to go, and 
he didn’t know which was a right or left turn, 
and actually he was just as lost as ever. So 
he paddled along the sidewalk, still crying 
and rubbing his tear-wet eyes with his fist, 
when another: man stopped and asked: 

“Well, little man, what's the matter, what 
are you crying for?” 

When he heard the story he said: 

“Well, you just take my hand and come 
along and we'll have you back home in no 
time.”” And he started down the street with 
the little fellow hanging onto his hand, and 
sure enough, they were home in no time. 

Now the moral to this little story is this. 
The first man, the ‘one who got onto the bus 
and let the little fellow find his own way 
home, was a wayshower. He told the boy how 
to get home. That was all. But the second 
man was really the Way home. Holding hands, 
he led the little lad all the way home. 

That is the way Jesus does it. He doesn’t 
tell you how to get home. You just put your 
hand in His, trust Him and He will take you 
clear home. He’ll guide you all the way, every 
day of your life, if you will let Him. 


The Seeing Eye 


I don’t suppose many of you have ever 
looked through a big high-powered telescope 
on a clear night, when the stars were bright. 
It brings the stars so near you feel that you 
could almost put out your hand and touch 
them. I hope you will all have the opportunity 
some time to see the moon and the stars 
through a powerful telescope like the astron- 
omers use when they study the night heavens. 
It is a thrilling experience. 

One time a noted scientist was studying the 
sun just as it was sinking behind the western 
horizon. As he moved the great telescope 
downward, so he could watch the sun disap- 
pest below the earth’s surface, he could see a 


atn which was all of ten miles away. The . 


_ telescope made it seem so close that he could 
see every board and shingle just as clearly as 
though he were standing right by the barn. 
Suddenly a boy came running around the 
corner of the barn and right after him came a 
second boy with a club in his hand. He was 
chasing the first boy and trying to hit him. 
The scientist could see every single move the 
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boys made just as plainly as though he wens 
right there with the boys. 

If men can make telescopes which can look 
millions of millions of miles into the sky and) 
see what is there, is it strange to believe that 
God, who made the men who made the tele- 
scope can look down from His heavens and, 
see us and everything that happens on earth, 
both good and bad? 

Little folks and grown folks too, are hap- 
piest when they understand that God sees and| 
knows all that we do, and so try to please 
God by doing nothing, or saying nothing, or 
thinking nothing they would be ashamed of, or 
that would cause Him grief. Live always, act 
always, just as you would if you knew God had 
His telescope turned on you. : 


The Canary Only Twittered 


The man of my story was a great lover of 
birds, and especially of the canary that lived 
in a cage in his room. He loved to hear it 
singing, and sometimes told his friends it was 
the loveliest singer in the world. 

Generally he was out always, and it seemed 
to him a piteous thing that his beloved bird 
should be caged indoors when the sun was 
shining so brightly out of doors, and so when 
summer came he decided to hang its cage under 
a large tree in the garden. The tree was the 
home of many sparrows, and when the summer 
was ended and the canary was brought back 
into the house, its owner discovered that it 
had lost its power to sing as rapturously as it 
used to do. All it could do was to twitter, 
twitter, twitter, as wearisomely as the sparrows. 
It had spent the summer in bad company for a 
canary, and its song never came back.—Meth- 
odist Recorder. 


Like Father 
Mark 7:16-23. 


Somewhere I read the story of an appearance 
of General Robert E. Lee in a court room and 
there was some question about the General 
being released on his own recognizance. The 
judge who was trying the case was insisting 
that the General make a cash bond, which was 
impossible for him in his straitened circum- 
stances. The prosecuting attorney, however, 
turned to the judge and said: “Sir, it was my 
task once to guard the son of this prisoner, an 
officer in the army we have recently been fight- 
ing. Having known the son, I, personally, will 
vouch for the father.”—Senior aaccae 4 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


WILtiaM J. Hart, D.D. 


wo Sides 
[| Kangs 2:2. “Tarry here, I pray thee; for 
the Lord hath sent me to Bethel .. .” 
Charles Goodell, the great soul-winning 
reacher, in a sermon a number of years ago 
iid that when his wife and children went to 
1€ mountains for the summer, he would get 
» lonesome that finally he could not stand it 
ry longer. Then he would pick up the tele- 
hone and call his wife 200 miles away. 
He would say: ‘Hello, Mary is that you?” 
Yes, Charley.” “How are the babies?” ‘They 
-e well.” “How are you, Mary?” “I am 
ell.” “I love you Mary.” “I love you 
harley.” 
And that was what he had been waiting 
» hear. Had he hung up the receiver before 
re had had time to reply, he would never 
ave heard his wife tell him that she loved 
im. 
Too many people, when they talk with God, 
ut up the receiver before they get their an- 
wets. It would have been a sorry experience 
xt Jacob that dark night on the Jabbok river 
~ he had not waited for the answer to his 
rayer. The rain clouds would never have 
roken the drought of three years if Elijah 
ad stopped praying on Mount Carmel. The 
on prison door that led to the street would 
ever have opened of its own accord before 
ye apostle Peter if the church at Jerusalem 
ad not prayed “‘without ceasing” for him. 
—Christian Advocate. 


ulling Together 
sa. 18:28-32. “For thou wilt light my candle; 
... by my God have I leaped over a wall.” 


Each wedding which takes place in the 
mous “Church in the Wildwood’ is con- 
uded by a brief ceremony not found in the 
tual. As the newlyweds leave the sanctu- 
y, the pastor stops them in the vestibule and 
lls the bride that tradition requires her to 
ng the church bell. Invariably, the bride 
ills the bell rope—and finds herself unable 


swing the heavy bell. The minister then 


otions to the bridegroom to help her. As 
e old bell peals out under their combined 
rength, he concludes the unique ceremony 
ith the statement: “Remember, you'll find 
atried life much like the bell rope; it is 
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much easier when you pull together!” 
—Webb B. Garrison. 
Ladies’ Home Journal. 


The Divine Library 


Matt. 16:18. “Upon this rock .. .” 

II Cor. 8:1-7. "And this they did, not as we 
hoped, but fwst gave their own selves to 
the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” 

John 14:26. “The Comforter which is the 
Holy Ghost shall teach you.” 


In a book dealing with Scottish life, Ian 
Maclaren tells of a man in spiritual distress 
traveling many miles in the highlands to see 
a certain minister. When asked why he did 
so, the man said: “That minister knows God 
and can help me.” 

All men await a message from God and 
they know the authentic voice when they hear 
it. This highland seeker was not swayed by 
arguments or discussion; he knew when a man 
spoke with spiritual authority. He was like 
the old man who said he knew the Bible was 
inspired because it inspired him. 

Dr. Campbell Morgan used to refer to the 
Bible as: “The Divine Library.” It is a num- 
ber of books rather than one. There are thirty- 
nine books in the Old Testament and twenty- 
seven in the New; sixty-six in all. Yet the 
divine purpose runs through the entire library. 

When Joseph H. Choate was United States 
ambassador to Britain, he used these words in a 
speech delivered to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society: ‘‘The Pilgrim Fathers carried 
their-only possession of lasting values to New 
England from the shores of Old England.” 
That wonderful possession was the King James 
version of the Bible. Upon it the new state 
was founded. It was their only readable book. 
It was their ‘““Ark of the Covenant,”’ and within 
its sacred covers they found 

Their shelter from the stormy blast, 
And their eternal home. : 

Read: Psalms 119:47-105; John 20: 30-31; 
II Timothy 3:16-17—Archer Wallace, The 
Classmate. _——— 


Going Out % 
Luke 5:4. “Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets...” 


Stories of heroism and self-sacrifice, mostly 
in the clipped phraseology of official reports, 
fill the files of the Coast Guard. One yarn, 
obtained from outside those files, bears repeat- 
ing. A Coast Guard surfman somewhere near 
Hatteras was about to,Jaunch a boat in a furious 
sea to effect a rescue, A spectator questioned 
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his wisdom in so endangering his crew. “You 
don’t expect to come back, do you?’’ the spec- 
tator asked. The surfman looked at him. 
“Don’t know nothin’ about comin’ back,” he 
said. “The regulations say you have to go out 
—but nothin’ about comin’ back.’—N. Y. 
Times Magazine. 


Shun Not the Struggle 


II Cor. 5:1-7. “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight.” 


A remarkable book came my way just re- 
cently, My Mind a Kingdom, by George 
Thomas. We are informed in an introduction 
that the author is the son of a London dustman 
who has cultivated a taste for music, and is 
largely self-educated. The author is a young 
man, crippled by progressive muscular atrophy, 
as are three other members of the family. He 
writes: “I have not found life a great adven- 
ture, but mostly an unbearable trial, and the 
only thing I know for certain is that I have to 
go on. I have often thought of giving up the 
struggle, but as long as I can do anything at 
all I must do it. And so it comes about that 
I enjoy most things, even the fight.” 

Such a point of view puts many people to 
shame—people with health and faculties and 
opportunities.—Methodist Recorder. 


Bonds of Affection 


Matt. 16:25. “Whosoever will lose his life for 
My sake shall find it.” ~ 

Matt. 18:11. “For the son of man is come to 
Save that which was lost.’ 


Kathryn Lawes, the first wife of Sing Sing 
Prison’s famous Warden Lewis E. Lawes, was 
killed ten years ago in a tragic accident. Her 
death closed 17 years im Sing Sing—not at it. 
Seventeen years in which not one single day 
passed but what she walked among the con- 
demned of society, into their yards, the prison 
hospital, the workrooms and the visiting room. 
Sullen, resentful faces lighted up as she walked 
by. Was 10298 worried about his family? Did 
young and bewildered 23804 feel that the steel 
door had cut off his life? Simply, without 
affectation which they would have detected in a 
second, she found out and silently, quickly 
helped. She took—not sent—food and clothes 
and money to a family left desolate by the 
husband’s imprisonment. She saw to it that 
encouraging letters went to hopeless young 
criminals. Many, many dollars found their way 
from her purse to the pockets of newly released 
men, frightened to face freedom again. 
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Anyone can guess the gloom that fell lik 
a thick, choking blanket on Sing Sing tha 
October night in 1937 when her death wa 
“telegraphed” from cell to cell. Then came th 
news that her funeral would take place in ; 
church—outside prison walls. The prisonet 
sent a representative to see the warden. Hi 
asked, in the name of hundreds of devotes 
men, the right to pay final respects. Lawe 
nodded, pushed a button. 

The night before the funeral, the Sout 
Gate of Sing Sing slowly rolled open. Througl 
it trudged a slow, silent procession. In : 
stunned group, murderers, thieves, swindlers 
criminals of all depravities, walked outside th 
prison to the warden’s. house a quarter mil 
away. No one veered from that line, no on 
looked right or left at freedom there at hi 
elbow. There weren’t even any guards. If am 
man had tried to run away he would have beet 
killed instantly—by the others in that heart 
broken procession. 

They reached the house, and one by one the 
passed Kathryn Lawes’ bier, paused a fev 
prayerful seconds, walked on. Then they re 
formed lines outside—and walked back & 
their cells and the darkness.—Irving Hoff mai 
in The Hollywood Reporter. 


Kindness Is Never Wasted 


John 13:34. “A new commandment I give unt: 
you, That ye love one another, as I hav 
loved you.” 

Matt. 5:47; 12:50. 

One night a good many years ago as ; 
Lackawanna Railroad ferry nosed into its slij 
at Hoboken, N. J., the passengers in the cabit 
crowded toward the door—all but one mai 
who was slouched in a drunken sleep. 

Perhaps 20 people glanced at the drunkar 
as they passed. Then one aged man went ou 
of his way to stop and shake the sleepet 
“Hoboken,” he shouted in the man’s ear in- 
kindly tone. — 4 

A dozen people turned at the sound of hi 
voice. A look of shame crept into their face 
as the whispered word went around that th 
man who had thought to do what any one 0 
them might have done was Thomas Edison— 
Try Giving Yourself Away by David Dunn.— 
Coronet. —— os 
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The Carpenter’s Son 


Matt. 13:55: “Is not this the carpenter's son? 
Mark 6:3. “Is not this the carpenter, son o 
Mary... 00? be 


_ A tender story is associated with the dis 


tinguished Cardinal Manning who related it t 
I< ; cua 
2 4 


‘The Exposito 


ay 


umin Waugh, a very true friend of little 
ren. Quoted by Dr. George Jackson as 
ig through Mr. Waugh from the Cardinal: 
was going down that street,” pointing 
yf the window to a double row of man- 
that were being built, ‘‘and I met a little 
going along his happy way, with poor 
, but a lovely, thoughtful, pale, open: face; 
[ stopped him for the pleasure of speaking 
m. ‘Well, my little man, how are you, 
where are you going with that big bundle 
mur hand?’ He told me ‘there’—pointing 
e of the houses being built—'to my father.’ 
at is your father?’ I asked. ‘A carpenter, 
he replied. Then the Cardinal added 
ly, ‘I was awed and startled! I had met a 
snter's son! My Lord was once a little 
int like that boy.” ”’ 


Perfect Gift 


7:7-12. “How much more shall your 
ther which is in heaven give good things 
them that ask Him.” 


ne Christmas Eve, little Babs, grand- 
hter of Mary Roberts Rinehart, was out 
ig with her famous grandmother when 
passed a large orphan home. 

That,” pointed out Mrs. Rinehart, “is a 
> where little boys and girls live who 
n’t any fathers and mothers. Would you 
to visit them and take them something 
for Christmas?” 

abs looked hard at the great building. 
Yes,” the child finally agreed, ‘I'd like to 
hat.” She pondered a moment, then added, 
rink I would like to take them some fathers 
mothers.”-—-ADRIAN ANDERSON, Coronet. 


velers’ Aid 


ft. 25:37. “Lord, when saw we thee a 
ungered ...” 

2 6:46. “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
1d do not the things which I say.” 


he usual small town railroad station is a 
ty place, but in Fairlee, Vt., it’s a different 
,. The station has a half circle of well- 
lawn, bordered by flowering cannas, 
nst a background of wild ferns and trees. 
re’s a bird-feeding station and several bird- 
ses. 
side the station, everything is spotless. 
\dows and light fixtures sparkle. There are 
ts in the windows, an aquarium of tropical 
‘some comfortable chairs, and a large table 
| plenty of magazines, where one can read 
write. It is a shining example of what an 
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energetic station agent can do!—Mrs. Archie 
Ray, in “Reader's Digest.” 


Close to Christ 


Matt. 6:22. “The light of the body is the 
eae 

John 1:9. “The true light that lighteth every 
man... 

John 8:12. “I am the light of the world.” 

John 12:45. "I am come a light into the 


worla ...”’ 


“A learned scholar went to a Copenhagen 
Church to see Thorwaldsen’s famed statue of 
Jesus Christ, called, ‘Come Unto Me’; as he 
stood looking at the statue, disappointment 
seemed to creep into his face. 

“A little boy, standing near, said, ‘Sir, you 
must go close to Him. Kneel down before 
Him, and Jook up into His face.’ 

“The scholar walked forward, and did as the 
little boy had suggested, and found the 
wondrous beauty in the Master's face, not 
known by those who remain at a distance. 

“How true this is for all of us! It is when 
we go close to Him, &neel down before Him 
and /ook up into His face, then we find the 
light—Clara Bird Kopp, in Christian Advo- 


cate. 


Christian Pedestrian 


John 8:12. “I am the light of the world; he 
that followeth Me shall not walk in dark- 
ness.’ : 


Twas standing in the Safety Zone in a large 
city the other day, waiting for a street car, 
when I thought how life itself resembles a 
big city and how the Christian religion is life’s 
safety zone. Cars whizzed\ past me on all 
sides, and I would have been in real danger 
had I stepped off that small area marked in 
yellow, but I was safe in the midst of confu- 
sion. 

There are many dangers in every day life, 
and a great number of these can be avoided 
if we walk in the path of the true Christian, 
the path Jesus walked. I knew that even 
though I stood in that safety zone, a careless 
driver might swerve and hit me. I knew, too, 
that Christians do not always escape the dan- 
gers of life, but they do have a-better chance 
of avoiding pitfalls if they stay in the Safety 
Zone marked so clearly by Jesus for his fol- 
lowers. True, he did not mark it off in colored 
paint, and we may have to take a second glance 
to be assured that we ate walking in the com- 
pany of true followers of Jesus, but it does not 
take long to learn whether the path we have ~ 
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chosen in haste leads to the destination we 
expect to reach. 

We may also find that a careless pedestrian 
is looking for someone to show him the Safe 
Way! Let us be sure, when such a one looks 
our way, or seeks help from us, that we know 
the safety zone, and hasten to point it out to 
any and all seekers——Muriel Anderson, in 
Christian Advocate. 


Unlocked Doors 
Psa. 46:10. “Be still and know that I am God.” 


I was hot and dusty and unutterably weary. 
The day had been filled with petty annoyances 
and irritations. Now as I held on to my shop- 
ping bag with one hand and the swaying street- 
car strap with the other, I thought grimly about 
my fine resolve that morning after family devo- 
tions: “When I feel annoyed or irritated, I’ll 
simply repeat to myself: “Be still, and know 
that I am God.’”’ 

The streetcar lurched to a stop at the transfer 
point and I got off to wait the 15 minutes for 
my next car. There was a church on the corner 
with the invitation, “This church is open for 
meditation and prayer.” 

I walked up the stairs to the open door and 
went in. I neither meditated nor prayed; I just 
sat and felt my muscles and nerves and spirit 
become released from tension. 

A few moment later a young man came in, 
walked quickly to a pew and knelt beside it. 
For some time he knelt there, motionless; then, 
unaware of my presence, he raised his head, 
looked toward the altar, and repeated aloud 
the doxology. 

I had entered the church irritated, annoyed, 
almost disbelieving in the possibility of living 
“with God in your heart.” I left it with my 
heart singing! 

Since that day I have ardently advocated 
that church doors be left unlocked—Ruaby 
Lornell, Christian Adv. 


The Gracious Touch 


Mal. 1:9. “I pray you beseech God that He 
will be gracious unto us.” 


The white-haired surgeon smiled down at the 
frail old lady. “You've done it, Miss Lucy! 
You can go home tomarrow.”’ 

“I didn’t do it, Doctor,’ Miss Lucy answered. 
“It was your skill, and your great kindness.” 
She hesitated. “Your bills are always so small, 
Doctor, and_I have to remind you to send them. 
But I can’t accept charity. Remember that, 
please, and let me know what I owe you.” 
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The surgeon nodded briskly. “I won't for. 
get. You'll hear from me.” Two days late: 
Miss Lucy received her bill. The figure wa: 
shockingly large. 

Across the bottom of the sheet in the doctor’: 
firm hand were these words: ‘‘Paid in full with 
a gracious personality.’—Contributed by Jus- 
tine Randers-Pehrson, Reader's Digest. 


Dream Years 


Mark 10:13-16. “Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me.’ 
Prov, 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 


2 


should go... 


Said Dr. John R. Mott in a recent statement: 
“If I had my life to live over again, I should 
devote my time to the young people between 
the ages of eleven and sixteen, because the 
ages from eleven to 16 are the years of a 
child’s dreams; more things happen between 
those years to determine their future than in 
any other period of their lives.’—World Out- 
look. —_—_— 


Helping to Build 

(From page 12) 

assauged, every yearning for the truth that sets 
men free from the bondage of ignorance and 
superstition, every acceptance of the Golden 
Rule in determining one’s attitude and con- 
duct, every “wrong made right,” every noble 
impulse, every response to duty, every vindica- 
tion of a maligned brother, every sacrifice for 
a worthy cause, every tribute to decency, every 
aid given to the worthy poor, every protection’ 
given to the helpless weak, every lift given to 
discouraged or overburdened souls, every act of 
graciousness, every manifestation of goodness, 


every rejection of expediency, every act moti- 


vated by principle, every pledge of personal 
allegiance to Christ, every witnessing of faith 
in God, every sincere prayer of gratitude to the 
Heavenly Father, every prayer for Divine 
guidance, every petition for God's assistance 
in managing one’s life and in using one’s 
talents in the service of The Highest—each of 
these—whether done by clergyman or b 
laborer, by priest or by professor, by bishop o: 
by banker—or by any other group—helps 
build the Kingdom of God upon earth. | 7 
The most important question any person can 
ask himself or herself is,—‘How much am J] 
helping?” Roy C. Helfenstein, | 
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Middle age is the period of life when you'll do 
anything to feel better, except give up what's 
hurting you. ‘ = 
es 
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—Thanks to MINISTERS LIFE 
AND CASUALTY UNION 


“We missed you and worried about you all through the time of your illness! 
How glad we are that my MINISTERS LIFE and CASUALTY UNION policy 
has family hospitalization. We thank God that money is available when needed 


for hospital expenses.” 


If you are a full-time religious worker, you, too, may have hospitalization 
for your family in the MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION. 


In addition we issue low-cost 
insurance policies to provide life 
income and protection to the 
family. Also Health and Accident 
Insurance at a saving up to 40%- - 
with or without family hospitaliza- 
tion. Issuing low-cost insurance for 
nearly 50 years. Write for complete 
details. 
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A BAPTIST TiCOLOSICAL SEMINARY 
~ Seminary Knolls 2» — 


RTC MAS ee ee ee ee eer | 
| THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION | 
| LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE | 
| 100A West Franklin Avenue | 
inneapolis 4, Minn. 
Mi lis 4, Mi 
| Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, tell 1 
, me how | can (_ ) Protect my famiy (  )} Build a | 
Retirement Fund (  ) Pay for sicknéss, accident 
and hospitalization a 
| Nam in al ks A AES, eR haa Pa eek i BA 
} : 
| 
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BOOKS 


ON THE EDGE OF THE PRIMEVAL FOREST -and 
MORE FROM THE PRIMEVAL FOREST. 
By Albert Schweitzer. The Macmillan Co. 222 pp. $4.50. 
To read of the work of a man so great as to 
reach legendary stature in his own lifetime is always 
worthwhile; to read it in his own words, learning of 
the motives which impelled him, the impressions he re- 
ceived during his work, and his reactions to life as he 
sees and lives it, is doubly so. This volume is also a 
“double dividend’, it being two books in one, the first 
covering the work between 1913 and 1917, and the 
latter the period 1924 to 1927. As an officer of a 
state home caring for some 1,300 veterans, with the 
latest and finest equipment, the reviewer’s first re- 
action is astonishment that the doctor could accom- 
plish so much with such primitive means. After taking 
a fuller inventory of the qualities of that doctor, he 
realizes how fortunate the people he could reach in 
French Equatorial Africa were to have such a man to 
work and pray with and for them. Albert Schweitzer, 
great musician, philosopher, theologian, gives the sim- 
ple story of becoming a physician and taking his wife, 
a qualified nurse, with him to ‘act upon the respon- 
sibility, in respect to the colored races, which lies upon 
us as inheritors of the world’s civilization.” From 
reading of his renovating a chicken-house to make his 
first hospital in the area where sleeping sickness was 
rife, to the occupying of the new hospital and ‘‘Good- 
bye, Africa,’’ one feels his conception of the missionary 
growing and becoming more concrete and vivid as he 
goes through the pages.—Major Claude Richmond. 


THE TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES OF ST. PAUL. 
By Howard Palmer Young. W. A. Wilde Co. 246 pp. $2.50. 

Here is a remarkable book that reads as easily as 
light fiction, and yet is a profound biography of that 
great adventurer, traveler and missionary, St. Paul. 
All the facts and incidents of the New Testament that 
touch the life of St. Paul from his boyhood days in 
Tarsus until his martyrdom in Rome, are interwoven 
with what the author’s imagination supplies, to make 
this a colorful narrative that takes a gripping hold 
on the reader. 

Only an author with a deep and warm appreciation 
of this great apostle, and a profound knowledge of 
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Paul and the Pauline literature, could have written so 
moving and so affectionate a biography. I was deeply 
impressed by this book. It gave me a deeper appre-} 
ciation of St. Paul. Young and old should read it.— | 
J. J. Sessler. 


NOTES ON THE PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 
By Richard C. French. Baker Book House. $2.50. 

This is not a new treatise, but a popular edition. 
fhe former edition was so voluminous and contained ° 
so many notes in Hebrew, Latin and Greek that it was - 
beyond the average Bible student’s grasp. This popular ” 
edition of Dean French’s notes on the parables puts his | 
scholarship within the reach of all. 

The volume begins with twenty-five pages of com- 
ments on the use of parables in general and how they 
are to be interpreted. Then in careful scholarly 
fashion, thirty of the parables of Jesus are interpreted. 

A series of sermons based on the parables would be 
enriched by a study of this book. This reviewer is 
using the parables for a series of studies in a Men’s 
Bible Class and this book by Dean French is proving 
to be a real source of help. It will make a. valuable 
permanent edition to any Bible student’s library.— 
C., F. Banning. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 1919, a Commentary on 
the International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Company, Boston. 
402 pp. $2.75. 

The 75th anniversary volume of the popular Sunday 
School lesson commentary is not less worthy and 
usable than any of the former volumes. This series 
of excellent volumes was begun three quarters of a 
century ago by Frances N. Peloubet, but has been 
carried on grandly by Amos R. Wells and now by 
Wilbur M. Smith. Thousands of faithful teachers in 
Church schools have found the book a necessity every 
year. The 1949 series of lessons comes for the first 
six months from the life of Jesus, followed by a 
quarter devoted to Psalms, and another quarter on 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. The text clarifies the Bible 
passages, the illustrations are adequate, and the teach- 
ing is good.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


UNDERSTANDING ADULTS. By Donald R. Gorham. 
The Judson Press. Cloth $2.00. Paper $1.00. 

We have had a multitude of books on understanding: 
children and understanding youth. Our most fruitful 
field now in religious education is with adults and 
this book is most timely. A fine sentence quoted from 
the first chapter shows the task the writer sets for 
himself. “In every realm. of human life where in- 
tellectual and emotional conflicts arise, the Church 
must be ready to function.” : 

The chapter on ‘Face to_ Face With Your Group” 
deals with the importance of a teacher’s knowing the 
individual members of the class and the various meth- 
ods of teaching which may be employed. 

Chapter headings such as’ “Who Is Grown Up,” 
“How People Differ,” ‘How Do Adults Change,” and 
“Religion and Personality Growth,” are all intriguing. 
One of the finest sections of the book is in the last> 
chapter, where the teacher looks at himself. ; 

This is not just another book. This is a new ap- 
proach using the technique of counselling and the 
best principles of pedagogy. Each chapter is fully 
illustrated with class-room situations and has a list 
of questions and topics for discussion. 

The author took his Ph.D at the University of Penn- 
sylvania and has been consulting clinical psychologist 
at a Veterans Hospital. He now heads the depart- 
ment of Education and Psychology at Keuka College 7 
and is chairman of the Personal and Guidance Com- 
mittee.—C. F. Banning. a 
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THE HIGHER CRITICISM SCHOLARLY? 

Robert Dick Wilson. The Sunday School Times. 

pp. $.25. 

This booklet is presented in its ninth edition after a 
se of twenty years. The first eight editions came 
t during the twenties when the controversy over the 
rbal inspiration of the Scriptures was at its height 
d very properly this essay, important as it may 
ve been, should have been left buried in that period. 
ippily the mood of the times has changed to more 
al matters, matters that have to do with contem- 
rary life coming to terms with God’s insuperable 
in and purpose and harkening to the divine Voice. 
anks to the sorrows and desolations of the Last 
orld War and to the great theological emphasis 
lich have changed the thinking of western Christen- 
m men are not troubled nearly so much, if at all, 
the problems of Holy Scripture in a literary sense, 
they are by the problems of Holy Scripture in a 
iritual sense, to be specific, the problems of sin, re- 
lion against God,  self-contradiction within man 
nself, and salvation. At these points lie the scenes 
modern battles and here will victory bring blessing 
d hope for tomorrow's world.—John W. McKelvey. 


(E IMPORTANCE OF BEING OURSELVES. 
Arnold H. Lowe. Harper & Brothers. 179 pp. $2.00. 
[ like this little volume of sermons by the minister 
metropolitan Westminster Presbyterian Church of 
nneapolis. He deals with very practical subjects, 
e the person who feels morality is all the religion 
needs, and with very practical problems of today’s 
e where it isn’t even moral. He uses attractive 
les. Thus, where some would put “The Rich Fool,” 
uses, “I Shall Say to My Soul.” This direct per- 
nal approach grips the reader in the introduction of 
ch sermon, as “Jesus spoke . .. we must do some- 
ing about it.’ Scripture texts are not listed like 
ice tags but brought in to support each _ point, 
ually developed by logical division of the theme. 
petition is used for emphasis but remains pleasing, 
: “We believe that by calling it youthful buoyancy 
» have softened it. We believe that by calling it an 
ayitable postwar exuberance we have given it social 
itus, We believe . . . We have done nothing of the 
rt.’ Contrast is often used, and effectively, and 
utements like “Man .. . does not need to be re- 
ious to be moral,” hold the reader. Abstractions 
e made most concrete and very personal, as applied 
current living. It would be profitable to sit in the 
w under such preaching, and preachers can profit 
ym the study of these brief and suggestive homilies. 
Major Claude Richmond. 


IS IS LUTHER. By Ewald M. Plass. 

neordia Publishing House. 395 pp. $5.00. 

Professor Plass, who teaches history and religion at 
neordia College, Milwaukee, and is a warm admirer 
Martin Luther, has presented us a many-sided pic- 
re of the great Reformer, illustrating not only the 
pth and power of his religious experience and _ in- 
ht, but also the astonishing versatility of the man. 
e plan is not that of a life of Luther in chrono- 
‘ical sequence, but rather the setting forth of the 
bject in the mighty crises in which he was hero and 
the historic streams of influence he began and 
erated and moved with increasing power through the 
ars. Thus, we are led to see him from the outset, 
man of compelling personal influence, as a man 
10 struggled toward the Gospel light he found, as 
> consummate champion at Worms, as the prophet 
the new day, as the man of candor and father con- 
‘sor for multitudes, as scholar and evangelist. As 
arch musician and hymnologist, as liturgist, Bible 
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4100 LAUGHS! 
Encyclopedia of 
WIT, HUMOR 
AND WISDOM 


by LEEWIN B. WILLIAMS 
Compiler and Editor 


A superb collection of stories 
indispensable for all public speak- 
ers—to win and hold an audience, 
to add zest and sparkle to a speech, 
to drive home a point or illustrate 
a truth. And for the sheer joy of 
reading and retelling, these stories 
will provoke a hearty, wholesome 
laugh. Cross-indexed for quick, easy 
reference. 


The Author 


LEEWIN B. WILLIAMS, school 
teacher, government employee, and 
artist, is a master collector of good 
clean humor, from his wide experi= 
ence with people in all walks of 
life. His MASTER BOOK OF 
HUMOROUS ILLUSTRATIONS is 
well known in this field. 
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LIFE OF CHRIST 


IN FULL 
COLOR 


Pade sate tol stern pe bk 
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PICT-O-GRAPH SERIES 


In full color, five STANDARD FLANNEL 
PICT-O-GRAPH sets are now available, or 
in preparation, on the life of Christ. Ready 
to cut out and use—no coloring or pasting 
necessary. Each set has six large sheets 
of figures to illustrate ten or more scenes, 
Manual with each set. No. 2181, Crucifixion 
and Resurrection—now ready, on _ blotter- 
backed paper. Price, per set, 75c. 

No. 2182, Birth and Boyhood of Christ— 
now ready. Nos. 2183, Fisher of Men; 
2184, The Great Physician; 2185, The 
Forgiving Christ—ready early 1949, all on 
suede-back paper. Price, each set, $1.00. 


BIBLICOLOR FILMSTRIPS 


“For God So Loved the World, No. 48-1’; 
“Birth of Christ, No. 48-8’; “The Last Week, 
No. 48-2”; ‘Ministry of Christ, Part 1, 
No. 49-9”; and ‘Ministry ef Christ, Part 2, 
No. 48-10.’ 25 full-color frames of Bible 
art masterpieces in each _ strip. 35mm, 
single-frame size. Price, each, $3.00. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 E. Central Parkway Cincinnati: 10, Ohio 


CHOIR VESTMENTS 


CLERICAL SUITS 
CASSOCKS ...SURPLICES 
STOLES 
RABATS - RABAT VESTS 
COLLARS 
BLACK CLERICAL SHIRTS 


CHURCH HANGINGS 


ALTAR LINENS 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 
562: Fifth Ave., New York 19, N. Y. 


Baker Book House 


ANC 
\r50 


1019 WEALTHY ’ST,,S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 
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translator, as founder of the public school, and i 
other directions equally significant, he was ‘pionee 
Professor Plass is an enthusiastic Lutheran, and th 
whole book is written from the viewpoint of a staunc 
admirer and also defender of the great reformer. Th 
book abounds in direct quotations from Luther hin 
self, which one may read many times for their deptl 
concreteness, power and personal idiom with unfailin 
interest. Twenty-one excellent full-page illustration: 
some of them of the less familiar type, add to th 
value of the volume.—Paul H. Roth. 


63 POPULAR PARABLES FOR YOUNG FOLKS. 
By John Henry Sargent. Wilde. 139 pp. $1.50. 


Here is a delightful devotional book for the famil 
altar. The author has gathered together sixty-thre 
excellent homilies on a wide variety of topics and ha 
presented them in simple, readable, entertaining style 
They are aimed at growing boys and girls. Each topi 
is encompassed on a single printed page. <A _ shor 
quotation from the Scriptures and a brief prayer ac 
company each parable. 

Delivered originally as children’s sermons, thes 
parables lend themselves ideally to family devotion 
where the children themselves are old enough to- di 
the reading. They are apt, provocative of goo 
thought, deeply spiritual without becoming goody-good 
sparkling with humor and wit, and remarkably well 
suited to the understanding and interests of children. 

Every family will find this a worthwhile addition t 
the library of family devotional literature. 

The wealth of ideas and insights embodied in thi 
yolume is suggested by the following brief selection 0 
topics: Grading Apples, Circles and Straight Lines 
Eggs, Fences, Four Minutes, Icicles, Measles, Musi 
Box, A Piece of String, Wires Give Music, and Riding 
Wishes.—John W. McKelvey. 


HYMN STORIES OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
By William J. Hart. Wilde. $1.75. 


The author, who is well-known for his researches it 
the field of hymnology, here sets out to explore virgir 
territory. He is not so much concerned with hymn: 
written in the twentieth century as he is with recen 
episodes and anecdotes which serve to illuminate th 
significance of classic hymns, mainly Anglo-American 
For example: How an Episcopalian bishop, held in < 
Japanese prison camp, found strength for himself anc 
inspiration for his comrades in one of the _ lesser 
known hymns of Charles Wesley. 

It is made evident that the lyrical voices of * Watts 
Charles Wesley, Heber and other spiritual giants of 
long ago have not been drowned out by the floods oi 
skepticism released by two world wars, the discovery 
of the atom bomb and the blatant worldliness o: 
modern life. The continuing ministry to human need: 
is a sure portent of their immortality. To mediat 
the knowledge of that dynamic fact to the wayfaring 
man will be the useful function of this unique volume 
—Edward Laird Mills. 


N Individual 

THE SANITARY Communion CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 86 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request : “ 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE P 
Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Box 396-Dept. E. 
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lid- Week Suggestions 


The New Road Ahead 


Organ: “Pilgrim's Song of Hope’’—Batiste. 
Invocation: ‘The Lord is my rock, and my 
ECSS oa, ew. Sa. 18 12-4. 

a" “Dear Lord and Father of Man- 
aes 

Psalm: 19, and 48, responsively. 

Hymn: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for me...” 
Scripture: Joshua 1:2-3; 5-9, 10-11; 3:2-5; 
te, 521-6; 6:6-21. 

Hymn: “Great God, from Whom all Bless- 
= Flow...” 

Pastor: “Ye have not passed this way here- 
ore.” (Joshua 3:4) 


‘ew men are willing to venture forward upon the 
h ahead today, without seeking counsel from 
ry source of help, whether the path before us lies 
hin the sphere of international relations, world 
Je, domestic trade, human relations, finance, 
Ith problems, personal security.. It makes little 
‘erence what sphere or field of human life or 
leavor we may choose, in looking ahead, the path 
1 mew one, an untried way, and we need to watch 
- step. 

‘Ye have not passed this way heretofore.” This 
; the message given to the children of Israel, when 
Jer the leadership of Joshua, they set out upon a 
* path; through Joshua they were given explicit 
ections (Chap. 3-4) regarding their duties, when 
go forward, whom to follow, etc., and his ad- 
nition on leaving them was, “Sanctify yourselves: 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 
hua as the leader, chosen of God, had a visit 
m God and received instructions regarding his 
n duties among the people of Israel, and his 
ponsibilities. When Joshua came again before the 
ple of Israel, he knew he was acting for the 
‘d, and here is his call to rally the people: ‘““Come 
yer, and hear the words of the Lord your God!”’ 
ereby ye shall know that the living God is among 
1... .’—-and he gives them the instructions and 
mises of the Lord their God, as they had been 
en to him. 

‘Ye have not passed this way heretofore.” This is 
srospect to try the stoutest hearts among men; 
it is the one way that leads to achievements for 
d, and his faithful followers. No person who 
es upon the Providence and love of God in 
ding the destinies of men can hesitate after having 
sived instructions regarding the manner in which 
are to go forward. However, we too need to 
e time and thought to “sanctify ourselves, so the 
d may do wonders among us on the morrow.’’— 
D 


Hymn: ‘Just as I am, without one Plea 


Reader: ““Tomorrow’’——Huavergal. 


w mercies, new blessings, new light on the way; 
Jew courage, new hope, and new strength for 
each day; ; 

w notes of thanksgiving, new chords of delight; 
Jew praise in the morning, new songs in the 

night. - ; f 
* gifts from his treasures, new smiles from his 
face: 
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Communion Tables -Pulpits-Chairs 
i Altars - Lecterns - Baptismal Fonts 


Send for Illustrated Catalogues 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. C SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


Quality attracts 
whether in 
preaching, sing- 
ing, architecture 
or furnishings. vl 

Thisiswhy“The f@ 
Service Hymnal” 
will advance your 
work inthe church 
and school. It is a 
book of quality— 
in materials, man- 
ufacture and bind- 
ing as well as in 
musical contents, 
Scripture readings Fs 
and spiritual force. = : 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Send for FREE sample copy; you will 
sense instinctively its fitness for every re- 
ligious need. Descants to established tunes 
—are a popular feature. First classified 
hymnal to be completely orchestrated. 
Bound superbly in lacquered “Class A” 
cloth, tarnish-proof gold embossing, tinted 
edges, price only $100 a 100, not prepaid. 


If your church needs new 
hymnals mail us coupon giv- 
ing your official church title, 
the name and denomination 
of your Church, tell us when 
you expect to buy and wewill 
send a Free sample of ““The 
Service Hymnal” and our 
folder of ““Finance Plans” for 
easy purchase of new books. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


COMPANY 


5701-A9 West Lake Street Chicago 44, Illinois 
Please send Free Sample. Below is desired information. 


only the best in song books 


< Official 
Name Title 
Address 
City — : State 
Church Plan to buy 
& Denom. (Date) 
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PEWS 

ALTARS 

FONTS 

PULPIT SETS 
CHANCEL SETS 
CHAIRS 
CROSSES 
CANDLESTICKS 


Everything in wood for 
the beautification of 
The Church Interior 


MANITOWOC CHURCH 

FURNITURE COMPANY 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 
Dept. 3 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 


Pipe Organs 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


FOLDING TABLES 


In steel, with Masonite top. Available for 
early delivery in six and eight foot lengths. 
Ideal for banquet and Sunday School pur- 
poses. Write for prices. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 700, Scranton 2, Pa 


[ng 


1 “siect ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced. Write for 
@ catalogue C-17 (choir robes); J-17 
(junior choir) ; P-17 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK 
WITN.Wacker «1000. N. Market 366 Fifth Ave. 


We assist in preparation of material for Sermons, 
Special Theses, Theological Papers and other work 
calling for advanced facilities. We have served the 
professional public for over 25 years, at rates that 
are moderate. Those who lack the time will find 
it convenient to utilize our services. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 


516 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 18 
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New streams from the fountain of infinite grace. 


Hymn: “Awake, My Soul... .” 
Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Lord God of Hosts. . .” 
Organ: “Temple March”—Lyon. 


II. Stones Upon Our Shoulders 
Organ: “ Adoration’ —Bvenski. 


Invocation: "The Lord is the portion of my inher 
tance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. Th 
lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, 


have a goodly heritage...” Psa. 16: 5-8. 
Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Gres 
Jehovah.” 


Psalm: 24 and 27, responsively. 

Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King.” 

Scripture: Joshua 3:7-17; 4:1-9; Jer. 12 
14-17, 13:1-11; Matt. 7:6-12. 
Hymn: “The King of Love my Shepher 
ie 


Pastor: “Hereby ye shall know that the living Go 
is among you,” is the testimony of assurance Joshu 
gave to the children of Israel as they were preparin 
for a great and terrible venture into an unknow 
land, and to them, an unknown future. Later, as 
part of the God-planned venture, “Joshua called th 
twelve men, whom he had prepared of the childre 
of Israel, out of every tribe a man, .. . and sai 
unto them, Pass over before the ark of the Lor 
your God . . . and take you up every man a ston 
upon his shoulder . . . that this may be a sign amon 
you, (read thru verse 7). 

Here, as in many instances in the upward strugg! 
of the human race, we have specific instructions f¢ 
carrying out the will of God; a leader, charged wit 
responsibility to see that God's will is communicate 
to those who are to carry out the mission, and specif 
responsibilities placed upon those chosen for ke 
assignments. ‘‘Pass over before the ark of the Lor 
your God into the midst of Jordan, and take you u 
every man of you a stone upon his shoulder .. .” 

Every forward march of the human race, since th 
days of Israel’s crossing of the Jordan, was mac 
possible because “the living God’ sought out 
leader who could be trusted to carry out instruction 
appoint and instruct men to “pass over before tk 
ark of the Lord, . . . and take up every man a ston 
upon his shoulder . . .” When the children aske 
their fathers in time to come, “What mean ye 
these stones?” they could answer them, by tellin 
them of the great and wonderful love of the Livin 
God; blessings bestowed upon those who trusted i 
Him, and walked in His way; hope and confidenc 
in a day when brotherhood among men may becor 
a reality—J. Henry Wardell. 


Hymn: “He Leadeth Me .. .” 
Reader: ‘My Guide,” Mary Skinner. 


“Hold Thou my hand, O Lord! 
Guide Thou my feet; 

With Thy companionship 
Life is complete. 


“Draw my eyes upward, Lord! 
That I may see 

Thy gracious smile and know 
Thou guidest me.” 4 


i 
s 
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The Evposit 
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~ 
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| Hymn: “Still, Still with Thee.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
|Organ: “Sacred March”—Mackin-Beyer. 


‘I. A Valley of Dry Bones 


Organ: 
7agner. 
Call to Worship: ‘Seek ye the Lord while 
€ may be found; call ye upon Him while 
e is near. 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God.” 

Psalm: 18, responsively. 

Hymn: “Draw Thou my Soul, O Christ.” 
Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-19. 

Hymn: “Workmen of God, O Lose not 
eart.”” 


Meditation: We have here, as related by Ezekiel, a 
cture of a nation as devoid of life as so many dry 
mes scattered upon a plain and bleaching in the 
mm, but God plans to bring them together again, 
id make them Jive; more than that, God plans to 
ake of them a nation, to be used of Him to carry 
it His plans. 

Do we wonder that Ezekiel left the matter of 
aking the bones live in God’s hands? by answering, 
) Lord God, thou knowest.’”” However, when he 
as commanded to prophesy upon them, and _ say 
ito them, ““O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
ord,” he did as he was commanded, and God 
‘ought his will to pass through the words of his 
vant, Ezekiel. Let us study this vision of God's 
ork, and we find a seemingly hopeless situation; a 
usting, faithful and obedient servant of God; a 
arvellous result. 

God gives a command to do the seemingly impcs- 
ble, to gather together and cause to live the scat- 
red and weathered objects upon the fields—a 
ucial test of judgment and of faith; Ezekiel’s faith 
. God’s power stood the test. He knew that if it 
as God’s will to make a nation of these scattered 
rd disintegrated objects, it woud be done. 

Ezekiel acts upon his faith by doing what he is 
Id to do. He says, “So I prophesied as I was com- 
anded.” A seemingly poor place to preach a ser- 
on, or bring on a revival, but Ezekiel obeyed God, 
1d preached to the dry bones, preached what he 
as told to preach. He prayed, when he was told to 
ray, and what he was told to pray. He used the 
cact means that God put into his hands. Did_it 
ork? The lesson says, “there was a noise,” ‘and 
shold a shaking’, “the bones came together” and 
e are told that each bone knew its place and found 
_ With the coming together, we behold life, unity, 


Tannhauset’s _ Pilgrimage” — 


rength and force, “they stood up upon their feet | 


1 exceeding great army.” 

Men and nations are constantly placed in fields of 
bor where there seems little hope of accomplish- 
ent, ‘valleys of dry bones.” The word of God and 


is commands to men is the only means of bringing |. 


sults of value out of the chaos wrought by sin 
id disobedience. 


Hymn: “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Ancient of Days.” 

Organ: “Largo’—Sloan. 


1eep, not social leaders, symbolize God’s people. 
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DOCTORS 


uicnte> GHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Dept. E 
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SEPARATE .) 
CHURCH and STATE - 
NOW ee 


{ 
by Joseph M. Dawson 


Don’t fail to read this book. It is a ringing 
call for every Protestant to take his place in 
line of battle in the frght against the support 
of parochial schools from public funds, the 
employment of nuns in the public schools, 
the keeping of an American envoy at the 
Vatican, and other issues of the Protestant- 
Catholic controversy. Written by one of the 
organizers of Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United, and unquestionably one of the 
most significant books in a generation. $2.50 
at your local bookstore or by mail prepaid. 


_ &- ~~ & & & 4 4 A A 4 


RICHARD R. SMITH PUBLISHER, Inc. 
Dept. B-16, 120 East 39th St., New York 16, N. Y. 


I-enclose $.222235—" Please send me.............. 
copy (copies) of SEPARATE CHURCH 


AND STATE NOW. ~ . 


City & State sie oe et ee eee 
(Please print name and address plainly) 
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CLARKS —“UNITVPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 


AND BULLETIN BOARD LETTERS 
> 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL &GIFT PLATES 


W L. CLARK COMPANY. Inc 


| 52 LAFAYETTE ST. Mfrs, Est. 1914 NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER:'ON REQUEST 


MiIivTre BOZE S 


For Missionary and Special Offerings 
These boxes are so constructed that 
the money cannot be removed with- 
out destroying the box. 
EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 
Mfrs. of Folding Paper Boxes 
of all kinds 


25 N. Sixth St., Philadelphia 


A Sample of various styles sent on 
/ receipt of 25 cents upon request. 
Catalog Free. 


Church TWindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations @ 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, ‘ 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 


Marking 112 years of service 
to the church and clergy = 1949 


cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Beautiful designs in everlasting marble or 
richly carved wood. Splendid for memorial 
presentation. Booklet of designs submitte 
on request. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 100, Scranton 2, Pa. 


The hungry need sympathy and help 
as well as the sinner. 


Our Virtues 
(From page 10) 


compassionate goodness, then life becomes 


gloriously different. 


God’s Interference Brings Life 


It does matter a great deal whether or not 
we give God preeminence, if for no other 
reason because of what God, in Christ, has 
done for our souls. Just to take one century 
in the long run of the ages, the nineteenth, as 
scanned briefly by Henry P. Van Dusen in 
WORLD CHRISTIANITY, it is exalting to 
see how God disturbed the virtues of smug 
and complacent peoples and produced the 
greatest succession of crusades for the ameliora- 
tion and liberation of humanity’s life from the 
serfdom of chattel slavery, economic inequities, 
moral indignities, and political tyrannies. That 
century brought, by means of the goadings of 
God’s Spirit, a whole line of new patterns 
of life: improved factory conditions, prison 
reforms, the founding of the Red Cross, the 
initial steps in the elimination of child labor, 
equality of women, universal education, tem- 
perance, recognition of the rights of organized 
labor, public health, care of the insane and the 
infirm, social services, and world peace. 


To be sure, Christianity alone was not 


responsible for all these things, but men and 
women driven by Christlike ideals gave leader- 
ship and fought valiantly in their behalf, such 
people as John Howard, Florence Nightingale, 
the Earl of Shaftsbury, David Livingstone, 


= 


William Wilberforce, William Lloyd Garrison, © 


Abraham Lincoln, Keir Hardie, the founders 


of the British Labor Movement, Washington 


Gladden, Walter Rauschenbusch, and others. 


After all, is not the secret to be revealed in — 
this, that our chief task is to make sure that 
the light that lighteth every man coming into — 


the world comes from above, and that God in — 


fact is afforded the perennial privilege to inter- 
fere with whatever virtues we possess and thus 


. 


2 


to transform us by the renewing of our minds — 


and the proving of what is the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of Him who made 
us after His own likeness. 


= 


Dinosaur Trees, believed to have become extinct 


with the last of the great pre-historic animals, will 
soon be growing in American botanical gardens, ac- 
cording to a report. from Cambridge, Mass. 
species was found growing in a hidden valley in 
central China, about two years ago. Seeds collected 
from these survivors of the dim past were brought 
tothe Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University: The 
seeds are to be planted there, and in nine other tree 
collections in the United States. t 


sidered such botanical rarities that an expedition was 
organized to collect the seeds in China. “ 


a 


The 


~ a 
The trees are con-— 
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Josh, 1:2-3 ) 
Josh. 334 {P)o 35 
Josh. 3:7-17 (P) 
II Kings 2:2 (I). 
Psa. 18:28-32 (1) 
Psa. 46:10 (I).. 
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Preaching Program 

(From page 11) 
The Test of Jonadab. 
To the Bereaved. (Easter) 
Looking Into Life. 


Day) Psa. 78: 6-8. 


(Alcohol Pledge Sunday) Jer. 35. 


f Cor..15. > Rey. 21, 
(Mother’s 


(Rural Life Sunday) 
That the Generation to Come May Know. 


Honoring the Work of the Holy Spirit. (Pentecost) 


(Memorial Sunday) 


Christian Lessons from the Kings and Prophets of 


Ancient Israel, 


Rural Conservation. (County Grange Convention) 


The Christian Message to 


Sunday) Col. 3:22-4:1. 


Miscellaneous 


Capital and Labor. (Labor 


Individual and Social Gospel: Competition or 


Cooperation. 
The Place and Content of 


Conversion. 


Thy Kingdom, Thy Will, Daily Bread. 


Prove and Hold. 
Habakkuk. 


I Thess. 


5; 21. 


- Pychology and Christian Perfection. 
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